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Mission  artist  Bill  Churchwar  explores  intrinsic  links  between  jewelry  and  history.  (See  article  on  Page  18). 


On  the  bus:  Youth  violence  prevention  teams 

RAP  will  implement  program  for  the  #14  Mission  route 


Hujazi  tenant 
fights  back 


by  Kurt  Bier 

ON  OCTOBER  2,  Juan  Sanchez, 
tired  of  living  in  substandard  con- 
ditions in  his  22nd  street  apartment, 
filed  a lawsuit  in  Superior  Court  against 
his  landlord,  Monica  Hujazi.  The  suit 
was  filed  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
general  public.  If  he  succeeds,  Hujazi 
will  answer  directly  to  a Superior  Court 
judge  for  housing-code  violations. 

A series  of  recent  print  (see  Octo- 
ber, 1996  New  Mission  News)  and  tele- 
Continued  on  Page  9 

City  says  time's  up 
for  Doc's  Clock 

by  Brian  Doohan 

Midnight  is  approaching 

for  Doc’s  Clock,  the  2575  Mis- 
sion Street  Bar  that,  in  previous  New 
Mission  News  articles,  was  named  as  a 
crime  center  by  police  and  community 
groups. 

On  November  21,  liquor  permit 
holder  Ramon  Soria,  Tomas  Chavez 
(his  alleged  silent  partner),  and  land- 
Continued  on  Page  8 


by  Victor  Miller 

THE  CITY’S  MOST  VIOLENCE- 
plagued  bus  lines  will  receive  some 
much  needed  help  the  day  after  Thanksgiv- 
ing, when  a youth  violence-prevention  pro- 
gram spearheaded  by  former  gang  mem- 
bers and  specially  trained  youth  begins. 
Based  on  a successful  pilot  program  that 
reduced  violence  on  the  bus  lines  by  46 
percent  earlier  this  year,  the  new  Muni  Tran- 
sit Assistance  and  Community  Service 
Workers  Collaborative  (CSWC)  is  a broad- 
based  effort  involving  city  government,  the 
San  Francisco  Unified  School  District, 
Transport  Workers  Union  Local  250  A,  and 
community-based  organizations.  The  col- 
laborative has  identified  the  15  Third  Street, 
29  Sunset,  and  14  Mission  Muni  lines  as 
those  most  appropriate  for  immediate  ac- 
tion. Community  Service  Worker  teams  of 
3 to  4 will  be  deployed  on  these  buses  and 
at  bus-boarding  areas  for  those  routes.  This 
will  be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  police 
department’s  Ride  the  Bus  Project,  which 
puts  patrol  officers  on  buses.  In  contrast  to 
the  observe-and -report  role  of  the  pilot 
project,  CSW  teams  will  use  mediation 
skills  to  defuse  potentially  violent  situations. 
Team  members  will  complete  a wide-rang- 
ing training  curriculum  that  includes  con- 
flict-resolution techniques,  CPR,  and  basic 
self  defense.  Training  sessions  are  con- 
ducted by  members  of  the  Police  and  Health 
Departments  and  by  a number  of  nonprofit 


agencies  involved  in  violence  prevention 
such  as  Project  SAFE  and  the  Community 
United  Against  Violence. 

In  the  Mission  these  agencies  and  de- 
partments have  already  established  an  on- 
going working  relationship  through  the 
Mission  Community  Peace  Initiative, 
which  will  be  put  to  the  test  on  the  troubled 
Mission  14  line.  The  Real  Alternatives  Pro- 
gram, the  Mission’s  primary  gang-preven- 
tion and  youth-services  agency,  will  take 
the  lead  role  in  implementing  CSWC  in 
the  Mission.  RAP  executive  director 
Mitchell  Salazar  said  the  approach  used  to 
defuse  conflicts  would  be  verbal  rather  than 
physical.  “From  our  experience  in  the  pi- 
lot program,  we  found  [the  workers]  were 
able  to  handle  almost  everything  through 
direct  communication,”  he  said,  adding  that 
RAP  would  build  on  its  existing  gang-pre- 
vention activities,  including  those  of  re- 
cently hired  young  organizers  called  the 
Peace  Posse. 

Route  crosses  Norteno/Sureno  lines 

When  asked  about  strategic  problems  the 
14  Mission  program  would  face  because 
the  bus’s  route  goes  through  the  territory 
of  the  two  major  gang  groups,  the  Nortenos 
and  the  Sureflos,  Salazar  said,  “We  look  at 
it  as  a three-line  process.  Between  16th 
and  20th  there  will  be  one  team  of  young 
people,  from  20th  to  Chavez  another.  This 
breaks  down  along  Surefio/Norteflo  lines. 
Retired  Sureflos  and  Nortenos  would  be 
hired  for  each  area.  From  Chavez  to 


Geneva,  we  would  have  a [mixed!  Third 
World  team.” 

Salazar  stressed  that  the  effort  is  not 
merely  a security  operation.  “The  real  deal 
is,  we  want  to  prevent  the  bus  line  from 
being  pulled  down  from  the  very  begin- 
ning. So  that  means  our  people  need  to  be 
on  the  street,  they  need  to  be  on  the  comer 
and  in  the  bus  shelter,  and  they  need  to  be 
talking  to  the  merchants...  They  are  com- 
munity service  workers.  So  it’s  a holistic 
approach,  rather  than  ’Hey,  I’m  a Mum 
monitor.’  We  want  to  be  integrated  into 
community  activity.” 

Community  service  workers  will  work 
40-hour  weeks  and  will  be  paid  $8  an  hour. 
One  of  the  program’s  goals  is  to  ensure 
that  workers  "have  opportunities  for  ad- 
vancement into  other  public-service  and 
private-sector  jobs.” 

CSWC  is  funded  by  the  Mayor’s 
Criminal  Justice  Council,  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District,  and  Muni.  Fund- 
ing is  secured  for  the  program's  operation 
through  June  30,  1997,  and  according  to 
Salazar  there  is  a commitment  for  a full 
year  funding  (through  November  1997). 
which  would  include  32  workers  at  a cost 
of  about  $1,000,000. 

City  wide  implementation  will  be  over- 
seen by  RAP  and  TURF,  the  African 
American  community-based  violence-pre- 
vention organization  that  created  and 
staffed  the  program's  pilot  project.  Orga- 
nizers hope  to  include  Chinatown  in  CSWC 
by  the  beginning  of  the  year.  ■ 


DID  YOU  DO  THE  RIGHT  THING? 
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MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 
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Jrtpf  Auto  Repair 

1 Center 

f(jr^  61 1 Florida  Street  (near  18th  St.)  • SF.  CA  94110 

1 (415)  285-8588 

VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 

Love  your  VW?  Wanna  keep  it  alive ? 

We  offer  you  three  possibilities 

Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics  with  a 
combined  total  ol  70  years  ot  VW  repair  experience. 

• We  otter  a unique  service  with  our  “do  it  yourself"  plan. 

Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the  tools 
you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job  done. 

• We  otter  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

► A VW  class  specifically  for  learning  about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  for  men  and  women 

...  IW  , Y°u  can  see  th*t  ™ have  all  bases  covered. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  ol  the  directions  you  choose. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

Open  7 days  a week 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


FREE  BRAKE  AND 
SAFETY  INSPECTION 
($22  value) 
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mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


The  Great  $2  million  Screwup 


On  January  8,  1992,  former  mayor 
Art  Agnos  gave  the  Mission  Armory 
Foundation  (MAF),  a group  of  Mission- 
based  nonprofit  agencies,  $1.8  million 
(with  accumulated  interest,  now  grown 
to  about  $2  million).  The  funds  were 
part  of  a federal  program  called  the 
Urban  Development  Action  Grant 
(UDAG)  Revolving  Loan  Fund.  The 
money  was  supposed  to  be  used  to  pur- 
chase and  renovate  the  Mission  Armory 
if  feasible,  or  else  to  promote  economic 
development  in  the  inner  Mission  by  pur- 
chasing and  developing  some  other  real 
estate  or  creating  loan  and  development 
funds.  But,  in  spite  of  our 
neighborhood's  many  needs,  the  money 
was  never  spent.  This  situation  has  got- 
ten the  attention  and  raised  the  wrath  of 
Mayor  Brown,  who  blasted  MAF  for 
mismanagement  and  promised  swift  ac- 
tion on  dispersal  of  the  $2  million. 

I’ve  Got  It,  I’ve  Got  It! 

In  the  September  19%  issue  of  the 
New  Mission  News,  I alleged  that  city 
records  clearly  show  that  MAF  has 
repeatedly  violated  its  agreement  with 
the  city,  that  the  MAF  UDAG  grant  has 
been  in  technical  default  since  April 
1994,  and  that  the  city  was  aware  of  the 
default. 

Failing  a response  from  the  city,  on 
September  12, 19%,  at  the  kickoff  for  the 
24th  Street  Economic  Summit,  I asked 


Mayor  Brown  what  he  was  planning  to 
do  about  the  $2  million  MAF  UDAG 
grant,  which  has  been  languishing  in  the 
bank  since  1992  (funds  have  actually 
been  available  since  1984).  Before  the 
mayor  could  respond,  Supervisor  Susan 
Leal  interrupted  and  claimed  that  she 
was  "on  top  of  the  [MAF  UDAG]  situa- 
tion." Brown  then  said  that  Leal  would 
be  his  "point  person"  on  the  MAF- 
UDAG  issue. 

Also  on  September  12,  during  the 
Economic  Summit’s  quality  of  life  ses- 
sion, I again  asked  what  was  being  done 
with  the  $2  million  in  economic 
development  funds  entrusted  to  Mis- 
sion Armory  Foundation.  Leal 
responded,  "We  are  preparing  a presen- 
tation to  the  mayor  on  what  we  do  to  get 
that  money  back." 

In  a September  20, 19%  letter  from 
MAF  to  Mayor  Brown,  signed  by  MAF 
board  chair  Georgiana  Hernandez, 
MAF  requested  "...authorization  to  ex- 
pend approximately  $185,000  in  funds 
from  our  $1.8  million  grant  from  the  city 
...  for  the  purposes  of  1)  engaging  an 
urban  economics  consulting  firm  to 
prepare  a Development  Plan  on  behalf 
of  MAF,  2)  subcontracting  a portion  of 
the  planning  efforts  to  the  Mission 
Economic  Strategy  Development  Col- 
laborative, and  3)  hiring  a project 
manager  to  oversee  development  and 
implementation." 


CD 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 
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Coffee  by  the  pound  (whole  bean)  Faye’s  Special  Blend  $5.95 


Stick  It  Where... 

When  I informed  Supervisor  Leal’s 
assistant,  Gabriela  Espinosa,  that  federal 
law  precludes  the  use  of  UDAG  funds  for 
planning,  Espinosa  claimed  that  Super- 
visor Leal  was  not  involved  in  the  MAF 
UDAG  grant  investigation  and  referred 
me  to  the  Mayor’s  Office.  Supervisor 
Leal  refused  repeated  requests  for  an  in- 
terview. 

The  MAF  members  thought  that 
even  though  they  had  repeatedly  violated 
their  existing  grant  agreement  they  could 
continue  to  "plan"  our  economic  future 
in  secret  with  no  significant  input  from 
either  the  business  people  or  the  resi- 
dents of  this  community.  One  MAF 
document,  regarding  the  foundations 
operations,  which  are  all  100  percent 
publicly  funded,  specifically  states,  "No 
copies  of  the  final  or  interim  work 
products  in  whole  or  part  may  be 
provided  to  any  party  except  the  MAF 
Board  unless  authorized  in  writing  by 
MAF."  The  Mission  Armory  Founda- 
tion is  a place  where  the  sunshine  law 
don’t  shine. 

Suspicious  Action  Figures 

In  the  September  19%  issue  of  the 
New  Mission  News,  on  behalf  of  MAF, 
MAF  Board  treasurer  Marguerite  Gee 
claimed,  "Solow’s  observations,  unsup- 
ported and  without  merit,  reflect  a per- 
ceived prejudice  that  plants  a picture  of 
suspicious  and  wrongful  action  on  the 
part  of  MAF  in  the  mind  of  the  reader.... 
The  impression  created  by  Solow  that 
MAF  has  not  acted  responsibly  and  only 
in  regards  to  the  self  interests  of  the  agen- 
cy members  is  totally  unjustified...." 

On  October  15, 19%,  at  a press  con- 
ference with  the  city’s  neighborhood 
newspaper  publishers,  in  response  to 
New  Mission  News  questions  regarding 
the  use  of  the  MAF  money  for  even  more 
planning,  Mayor  Brown  said,  "I’m  not 
going  to  permit  it.  I’m  not  going  to  per- 
mit any  further  use  of  that  money  for 
further  planning.  I met  last  Friday  with 
[Supervisor]  Susan  Leal  and  a couple  of 
other  folks.  We  are  going  to  expand  that 


group  of  persons  who  are  on  [the  MAF 
board].  We  will  include  the  24th  Street 
Merchants  and  a whole  collection  of 
folks  on  that  board.  The  board  then  is 
going  to  determine  what  community- 
based  group  gets  the  dough  and  will  give 
that  dough  out  for  economic-develop- 
ment purposes  in  the  Mission,  and  we’re 
going  to  do  that  lickety  split." 

The  mayor  continued:  "Money  was 
provided  to  do  something  about  convert- 
ing the  Armory  into  a unit  of  some  sort. 
When  that  couldn’t  be  achieved,  the  $2 
million  was  sitting  there  [and]  Kent 
Simms  from  the  previous  mayor’s  office 
and  others  set  up  this  elaborate  process 
and  named  some  insiders  literally  to 
handle  it;  and  they  put  a provision  in 
there  that  whatever  was  left  of  the  money, 
the  insiders  could  divide  among  their  or- 
ganizations. The  insiders  couldn’t  even 
meet  consistently  enough  to  split  up  the 
dough  among  their  organizations.  So 
that  $2  million,  now  it’s  over  $2  million, 
has  been  sitting  there  when  there  has 
been  such  a desperate  need  for  economic 
development  funds. 

"When  I came  aboard  as  mayor,  I dis- 
covered that  and  started  trying  to  work  to 
see  if  we  couldn’t  move  it.  I knew  it 
couldn’t  be  moved  with  the  group  of 
people  who  had  charge  of  it.  Now,  Louise 
Renne,  the  City  Attorney,  intends  I think 
next  week  to  come  before  the  Board  [of 
Supervisors]  to  say  that  money  has  al- 
ready reverted  for  general  use  for  the  city. 
I’m  going  to  decline  to  obey  that.  I’m 
going  to  say  that’s  nonsense.  The  Mission 
needs  that  money.  Mismanagement  by 
previous  persons  should  not  penalize  a 
community. 

"If  on  a timed  basis,  this  expanded 
board  will  meet  and  divide  the  money  up 
[among]  organizations  that  have  only 
one  commonality  among  them  and  that’s 
[that  they  are]  in  the  Mission  and  on  the 
basis  of  need  and  they  do  it  in  six  months, 
I’ll  ignore  [the  City  Attorney’s]  opinion." 

At  press  time  Mission  nonprofits 
were  squirming  and  maneuvering  as  the 
great  $2  million  screwup  continued  on  its 
twisted  course.  The  mayor  has  spoken, 
but  has  the  fat  lady  sung? 
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New  Mission  News  Ballot  Recommendations 


Board  of  Supervisors 

The  New  Mission  News  endorses  can- 
didates who  are  nonincumbents  and  who 
have  established  themselves  as  progres- 
sive activists  with  a track  record  of  com- 
munity service  in  the  Mission  or  the  city 
at  large.  We  also  recommend  those  who 
best  reflect  our  publication’s  credo:  com- 
fort the  afflicted  and  afflict  the  comfort- 
able whenever  the  opportunity  presents 
itself.  In  the  current  crop  of  candidates 
for  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  those  who 
best  fit  that  criteria  are: 

Jose  Medina 

Medina  founded  and  served  13  years 
as  the  executive  director  of  Instituto 
La  bo  rial  de  la  Raza  Public  Interest  Law 
Firm,  which  continues  to  do  ground- 
breaking work  in  protecting  the  rights  of 
workers.  He  was  the  President  of  St. 
Anthony’s  Foundation  from  1985  to 
1990,  he  received  the  Martin  Luther 
King  "Living  Dream  award  in  1987  and 
the  United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area  Leader- 
ship Award  in  1995.  Medina  is  a former 
and  current  member  of  the  Police  Com- 
mission. Since  1995  he  has  been  a 
mediator  and  field  representative  for 
SEIU  Local  790.  More  than  any  other 
candidate,  Medina  has  a substantial  his- 
tory of  accomplishment  in  the  area  of 
civil  rights  and  labor  organizing  — a his- 
tory that  extends  over  three  decades.  He 
has  broad-based  support  from  labor, 
neighborhood  organizations,  and  the  gay 
and  Latino  communities. 

Margo  St.  James 

Only  in  San  Francisco  could  accusa- 
tions that  a candidate  for  public  office 
had  not  been  a prostitute  hurt  her  or  his 
chances  of  getting  elected.  Don’t  be 
fooled  by  the  rumors:  the  New  Mission 
News  has  it  on  good  authority  that  St. 
James,  founder  of  the  prostitutes’  rights 
organization  COYOTE,  is  a true  veteran 
of  the  world’s  oldest  profession.  This  is 
not  an  unimportant  consideration  in  a 
society  that  has  become  overly  obsessed 
with  finding  law-enforcement  solutions 
to  every  social  issue.  St.  James  offers  the 


perspective  of  an  outsider  who  will  reject 
quick-fix,  more-cops  answers  to  the  city’s 
problems.  She  supports  peer-run  youth 
centers  as  a way  to  counter  gang  violence, 
and  she  had  the  good  sense  not  to  finish 
law  school. 

Maria  Martinez 

Martinez  is  an  experienced  campaig- 
ner, vice  president  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Health  Center,  a local  businesswoman, 
and  a Mission  resident  She  has  been  a 
consistent  voice  for  the  rights  of  women 
and  minorities,  but  has  never  gone  after 
the  big  money  contributors  that  seem 
essential  to  getting  anywhere  in  city 
politics.  Martinez  has  opted  instead  for  a 
grassroots  low  budget  approach  that  has 
drawn  on  the  support  of  her  many  friends 
in  the  neighborhood.  Her  priority  is  jobs 
for  Mission  residents. 

Carlos  Petroni 

Mission  resident  Petroni  is  one  of  the 
principal  organizers  of  the  very  success- 
ful Immigrant  Pride  Day  and  has  been  a 
strident  advocate  for  the  rights  of  im- 
migrants, who  need  all  the  help  they  can 
get  right  now.  Petroni  works  with  the 
Real  Alternative  Program  and  is  probab- 
ly the  candidate  most  knowledgeable  on 
the  Mission’s  number  one  nightmare, 
gang  violence.  Petroni’s  economic  and 
political  program  is  in  the  fine  old  tradi- 
tion of  American  radical  populism, 
which  would  liven  up  the  usually  dreary 
Supervisoral  sessions,  should  he  by  some 
miracle  get  elected. 

Victor  Marquez 

Lawyer  Marquez  has  served  as  the 
director  of  Centro  Legal  de  La  Raza  the 
most  important  all  purpose  nonprofit 
legal  services  concern  in  the  Mission. 
Under  Marquez’s  leadership,  Centro 
Legal  has  become  a force  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  the  struggle  for  the  rights  of 
people  of  color,  tenants,  and  workers.  He 
believes  a working  relationship  with 
UCSF  is  a possible  means  to  develop  the 
Mission’s  underutilized  industrial  area, 
but  he  also  favors  municipalization  of 


PG&E,  demonstrating  a pragmatic  com- 
munity-centered approach  to  dealing 
with  corporate  heavyweights. 

You  figure  it  out. 

Leeland  Yee  is  a local  Mission  guy 
with  good  positions  on  the  issues,  but  the 
New  Mission  News  cannot  quite  forgive 
his  complicity,  when  he  was  a School 
Board  member,  in  the  political  power 
play  that  sacked  the  popular  and  produc- 
tive administrators  of  Mission  High 
School.  Maybe  you  can. 

Carolene  Marks  has  been  married  to 
incumbent,  State  Senator  Milton  Marks, 
for  so  long,  she  counts  as  an  incumbent 
but  has  no  real  record  to  run  on.  Catch 
22. 

Of  the  incumbents  running:  Kaufman 
has  been  the  most  effective,  Bierman  the 
most  progressive.  Yaki  has  delayed  - 
possibly  killed  — important  pro-tenant 
legislation  to  curry  favor  and  campaign 
dollars  with  landlord  interests.  Katz  was 
the  only  office  seeker  who  failed  to  return 
the  New  Mission  News  candidate  survey. 

School  Board 

The  primary  issue  here  is  selecting  a 
board  that  will  stand  up  to  the  regime  of 
error,  arrogance,  and  cronyism  of  Super- 
intendent of  Education  Bill  "The 
Butcher  of  Mission  High"  Rojas.  Rojass 
authoritarian  policies,  which  are  aimed 
more  at  building  a compliant  political 
machine  than  improving  our  schools,  will 
lead  to  disaster  if  not  countered  by  a 
school  board  with  more  backbone. 

The  four  nonincumbents  who  seem 
most  likely  to  battle  the  bully  are  Jason 
Wong,  Mauricio  Vela,  Eddie  Chin,  and 
Meagan  Levitan.  Incumbent  Jill  Wynns 
has  been  Rojas’s  most  forceful  opponent. 

City  Propositions 

Proposition  A 

Yes,  absolutely.  This  bond  issue  to 
develop  affordable  housing  and  offer  as- 
sistance to  home  buyers  addresses  San 
Francisco’s  long  running  housing  crisis. 
For  a thorough  treatment  of  Proposition 
A and  the  extent  of  the  city’s  housing 


problem  see  Robin  Snyderman’s  column 
on  page  6. 

Proposition  B 

No.  Supporters  of  this  bond  issue  to 
demolish  and  then  rebuild  the  DeYoung 
Museum  in  Golden  Gate  Park  talk  about 
what  a cultural  treasure  the  DeYoung 
represents.  But  what  you  get  for  your 
S73.3  million  is  60,000  feet  of  new 
museum  space  and  162,000  feet  of  space 
for  a 370-car  parking  garage  and  tunnel 
leading  to  it.  Public  policy  should  be  to 
reduce  the  number  of  cars  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  — ideally  to  zero.  Build  a 370- 
car  garage,  and  you’ll  get  570  people  who 
want  use  it.  Don’t  finance  the  environ- 
mental degradation  of  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

Proposition  C 

Yes.  This  proposal  would  provide  cost 
of  living  allowance  (COLA)  to  retired 
city  workers.  The  COLA  would  be  paid 
solely  through  investment  earnings  of 
the  city’s  retirement  system  in  excess  of 
the  Retirement  Board’s  projections  and 
only  to  the  extent  those  projections  are 
exceeded.  In  short,  extra  money  in  the 
retirement  fund  would  compensate 
retired  employees  victimized  by  infla- 
tion. 

Proposition  D 

Yes.  This  reform  measure  guarantees 
that  San  Francisco  firefighters  hired  after 
1976  will  receive  the  average  pension 
other  firefighters  in  the  state  are  receiv- 
ing. The  city’s  current  two-tier  retire- 
ment system,  which  provides  lower 
benefits  to  those  hired  after  1976,  im- 
pacts unfairly  on  women  and  minority 
firefighters. 

Proposition  E 

No.  If  Proposition  E passes,  changes 
to  health  and  retirement  benefits  for  city 
employees  would  no  longer  need  voter 
approval  but  would  be  subject  to  negotia- 
tions between  the  city  and  employee 
unions.  The  mayor  would  be  given  addi- 
tional power  to  fire  about  400  mid-level 
managers  currently  protected  by  civil  ser- 
vice. 

The  most  compelling  argument  put 
forward  for  this  proposition  is  that  when 
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bargaining  now  lakes  place  with  city 
employee  unions,  health  and  retirement 
benefits  are  not  on  the  table  and  rather 
generous  agreements  are  reached  on 
what  is  on  the  table:  wages  and  work 
rules.  Health  and  retirement  benefits 
then  go  before  the  voters  and  the  whole 
system  is  inefficient  and  arguably  more 
expensive  than  if  everything  was  simply 
subject  to  collective  bargaining. 

The  removal  the  civil-service  protec- 
tions is  a double-edged  sword.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  would  break  up  the  fiefdoms 
these  positions  have  become  over  the 
years;  on  the  other,  it  would  create  a 
political  patronage  system  that  might  not 
serve  the  city  any  better. 

The  bottom  line  is  this  proposition 
takes  power  away  from  the  voters  and  in 
all  likelihood  will  wind  up  costing  more 
money  in  the  long  run.  San  Francisco  has 
only  in  the  last  few  months  begun  to 
operate  under  a new  charter,  which 
moves  away  from  the  overly  decentral- 
ized structure  in  place  since  1932.  It  is  too 
early  to  further  tilt  the  balance  of  power 
toward  the  mayor,  and  Proposition  E 
gives  away  too  much  to  city  employees 
without  demonstrable  improved  govern- 
ment services  or  efficiency  being  gained 
by  the  public. 

Proposition  F 

No.  Doubling  the  salary  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will 
benefit  11  people  at  the  expense  of 
everyone  who  pays  taxes  and  that’s  all  it 
will  do. 

Proposition  G 

No.  District  elections  create  a king  or 
queen  of  the  district.  Cross  them,  and  you 


re  dead  meat  for  the  rest  of  their  term  of 
office.  The  New  Mission  News  favors  a 
balanced  system  with  some  supervisors 
elected  at-large  and  some  by  district  - 
but  unfortunately  that’s  not  on  the  ballot. 
Proposition  G lops  off  the  neighborhood 
at  17th  Street  in  the  north  and  Guerrero 
in  the  West  and  tosses  in  the  whole  Outer 
Mission  up  to  1-280  in  the  south.  We  get 
a district,  but  we  lose  big  chunks  of  the 
neighborhood  in  the  process. 

Proposition  H 

No.  Few  people  understand  this  com- 
plicated system  of  voting  for  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  that  may  result  in  a more 
diversified  board  but  will  undoubtedly 
lead  to  confusion  and  discontent. 
Proponents  of  H have  failed  to  make  the 
mathematics  of  this  system  comprehen- 
sible, which  means  voters  will  not  under- 
stand the  consequences  of  their  choices. 
This  is  counter  to  the  spirit  of  democracy. 

Proposition  I 

Yes.  This  takes  some  power  over 
police  and  fire  department  personnel  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion and  Human  Resources  Department 
and  puts  it  with  the  Police  and  Fire  Com- 
mission - a rational  good -government 
reform. 

Proposition  J 

No.  It  seems  at  every  election  the  cab 
companies  cook  up  some  money-making 
scheme  and  try  and  peddle  it  to  voters  as 
something  that  will  improve  cab  service. 
They  are  always  opposed  by  the  cabbies 
themselves.  This  year  is  no  different,  and 
once  again  the  New  Mission  News  will 
side  with  the  drivers. 


Municipal  Court  Judge 


There’s  a Teapot  Dome  of  snake-oil 
being  peddled  in  the  campaign  for 
Municipal  Court  Judge  and  the  principal 
purveyor  is  one  Ksenia  (Kay)  Tsenin. 

What  do  Municipal  Ctourt  judges 
decide?  Evictions  mostly,  right  up 
Tsenin’s  alley  of  experience...  as  a 
landlord  lawyer. 

But  Tsenin  isn’t  just  the  run-of-the- 
mill  hack  evicting  tenants  who  can’t  pay 
rent,  she’s  a premiere  practitioner  of 
owner  move-in  schemes  and  "for  cause" 
evictions  resulting  in  massive  new  rent 
increases.  (See  the  Tenant  Times  for 
Cary  Gold’s  expose  of  Tsenin’s  owner- 
move-in  mugging  of  a dying  AIDS 
patient  and  several  repugnant  and  un- 
provoked senior  evictions. 

What’s  worse,  Tsenin  is  a malignly 
brilliant  intimidator  who,  after  evicting 
renters,  pursues  them  Javert-like  for  fees 
and  sanctions  to  destroy  them  and  send 
their  communities  the  message  that  one 
better  had  shut  up  and  accept  illegal  evic- 
tions or  you’ll  lose  a lot  more  than  your 
apartment. 

News  reporter  and  former  City  Editor 
Brian  Doohan  worked  on  a Tsenin  evic- 


tion a dozen  years  ago  where  a Samoan 
woman’s  two  year  old  was  branded  a 
"nuisance"  for  throwing  diapers  out  a 
Mission  window...  Kay  obtained  not 
rounded  up  a cabal  of  Caucasians  neigh- 
bors to  rat  her  out,  but  socked  her  for 
attorneys’  fees,  hounding  the  mother  and 
her  children  out  of  San  Francisco. 

And  who  shines  the  rat  signal  to  sum- 
mon Tsenin  out  of  her  cave  when  a dirty 
eviction  is  required  (and  who  has 
donated  the  maximum  $500  to  her  cam- 
paign)? Monica  Hujazi!  (see  article,  pg. 
9) 

Tsenin’s  election  to  Rent  Court 
would  invite  judicial  abuse  unseen  in 
these  parts  since  the  U.S.  Olympics  Com- 
mittee went  after  Tom  Waddell’s  house 
as  he  was  dying  of  AIDS.  Her  opponent 
Matthew  Rothschild  may  be  the  student- 
loan  defaulting  bumbler  that  Tsenoids 
make  him  out  to  be...  it  doesn’t  matter. 
A dog  barking  once  for  plaintiff,  twice  for 
defense  would  be  superior  to  a Tsenin  on 
the  bench. 

In  Rent  Court,  incompetence  is  far 
less  damaging  than  class  bias.  The  News 
strongly  urges  a vote  for  Rothschild. 


State  Propositions 

by  Brian  Doohan 

What  to  make  of  the  California  state 
ballot?Quite  a bit  of  it  is  detritus  from 
the  failed  Pete  Wilson  for  President  cam- 
paign, whether  pro-actionary  prison 
bonds  and  race-baiting  or  re-actionary. 

Affirmative  Action  The  most  heinous 
of  these  is  Proposition  209.  Every  few 
years  there’s  a new  effort  to  scapegoat 
one  group  of  people  for  the  amorphous 
discontent  and  vague  frustrations  of 
those  whose  lives  are  not  going  as 
planned.  With  Proposition  187  the  target 
was  immigrants  with  Proposition  209  the 
target  is  minorities  in  general.  Each  new 
measure  is  more  seductively  worded, 
more  rabidly  advocated  and  more  dis- 
astrous in  consequences.  209,  which 
would  end  affirmative  action,  is  nothing 
less  than  a fear-driven  march  across  the  a 
bridge  to  the  prejudice  of  the  past.  VOTE 
NO  ON  209. 

Then  there  are  someclouded  areas  of 
the  ballot: 

A few  years  ago,  corporations  facing 
discipline  via  the  initiative  process  estab- 
lished a tradition  of  putting  up  sound- 
alike  alternatives  that  contained  a poison 
pill  to  frustrate  reform,  either  by  securing 
more  votes  than  the  legitimate  effort,  or 
by  so  confusing  and  angering  voters  that 
they  voted  no  on  everything. 

Now,  even  progressive  factions  have 
joined  the  fray,  submitting  multiple 
measures  that  offer  this  dilemma:  having 
voted  yes  for  strong  reform,  does  one  also 
vote  for  a more  moderate  alternative  that 
has  a better  chance  of  passing,  or  does 
one  reject  it  to  preserve  a chance  for  the 
tougher  measure  to  win? 

The  1996  state  ballot  is  salted  with 
three  such  ambiguities: 

Health  Care.  Prop  214  is  a "moderate" 
attempt  to  reform  the  HMO  system.  It  is 
sponsored  by  Labor,  and  naturally  it 
focuses  on  workers’  rights.  Ralph  Nader- 
sponsored  Prop.  216,  also  naturally, 
favors  consumers.  Vote  your  pocketbook 
on  this. 

Campaign  Finance  Reform.  Prop.  208 
is  the  "moderate"  measure.  If  212  passes 
with  a larger  margin,  opponents  say  both 
will  be  negated,  since  certain  provisions 
are  likely  to  be  overturned  by  the  courts. 
The  New  Mission  News  takes  a YES  posi- 
tion. The  outrage  generated  by  legal  sub- 
version of  the  peoples’  wishes  will  do 
more  to  advance  real  reform  than  either 
measure.  Which  brings  us  to 


Lawyers.  The  "moderate"  207  blocks 
legislators  from  limited  attorney-contin- 
gency fees.  The  "radical"  211  encourages 
stockholders  to  sue  when  their  stocks  go 
down.  Since  it  seems  a rising  stock 
market  is  associated  with  homelessness 
and  layoffs,  207  is  probably  the  safer 
choice,  though  if  you’ve  been  burned  by 
lawyers,  kill  them  both. 

The  rest  of  the  ballot  is  a little  more 
clear.  Props.  204  and  206  are  bond  issues, 
204  for  water  for  agribusiness,  and  206 
for  veterans’  benefits.  Vote  your  con- 
science (or  your  stomach).  Our  recom- 
mendations for  the  rest  are: 

YES  on  210  (raising  the  minimum 
wage),  215  (medicinal  marijuana),  and 
217  (canceling  Gov.  Wilson’s  tax  break 
for  millionaires). 

NO  on  205,  bonds  to  build  more 
prisons,  Pete  Wilson’s  latest  gulag  con- 
struction initiative. 


Dissenting  Opinion 

by  Brian  Doohan 

Now,  a modest  personal  dissent  from 
a couple  of  editorial  positions.  Specula- 
tion that  Mayor  Brown  might  indeed 
take  a federal  cabinet  post  is  merited, 
meaning  that  the  board  president  would 
probably  become  our  next  mayor.  Sue 
Bierman’s  been  rather  too  close  to  Wil- 
lie, but  would  make  a better  mayor  than 
Barbara  Kaufman,  who’s  been  flounder- 
ing since  the  death  of  her  aide  T.  J.  An- 
thony. The  board  needs  a responsible 
voice  for  fiscal  conservatism  to  stand  up 
to  the  mayors  more  exotic  schemes. 
Manny  Rosales  would  be  preferable  to 
Kaufman  in  upholding  the  necessary  ad- 
versarial tradition  of  a Quentin  Kopp 
and  Tom  Hsieh. 

Also,  despite  the  Prop  G.  map,  dis- 
trict elections  are  the  one  way  to  hold 
supervisors  accountable  to  their  neigh- 
borhoods, and  a YES  vote  is  justified.  If 
you’ve  wondered  why  downtown  is  sup- 
porting Prop.  H with  endorsements, 
what  nobody  - not  the  dailies,  not  even 
the  Bay  Guardian  - will  tell  you  is  that  if 
Prop.  H gains  more  votes  than  Prop.  G, 
district  elections  will  be  repealed  in  the 
womb.  And  then,  at  the  first  election 
under  Prop.  H,  the  candidate  who  would 
otherwise  have  won  but  loses  under  the 
strange  new  math  will  go  to  court,  the 
entire  board  will  be  paralyzed  and  Willie 
Brown  will  become  master  and  supreme 
regulator  of  all  he  surveys.  Again:  Yes  on 
G,  No  on  H. 
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A is  for 
Affordable 

^ifear  after  year,  San  Francisco  has 
been  designated  the  country’s  least  affor- 
dable city.  This  is  hardly  the  sort  of  recog- 
nition  for  which  anyone  aspires.  In 
comparing  wages  earned  to  mortgages 
and  rents  paid,  in  other  words,  people 
who  live  here  are  never  surprised  to  learn 
that  we’ve  got  a bum  rap.  Whether  you’re 
one  of  two  wage  earners  in  a median-in- 
come  family  looking  to  buy  yourselves  a 
home,  or  you’re  a low-income  single 
adult  wanting  to  rent  a decent  studio,  few 
San  Franciscans  need  any  reminder 
about  the  very  tangible  hardships  cur- 
rently defining  our  housing  market. 

In  a 15-year  period  in  which  wages 
increased  approximately  5 percent  in  San 
Francisco,  rents  here  have  increased  by 
226  percent,  and  the  cost  of  buying  a 
home  has  increased  by  238  percent. 

That  is  why  voting  yes  on  Proposition 
A is  so  critical.  It  would  authorize  the  city 
to  issue  bonds  and  set  aside  up  to  $20 
million  for  each  of  the  next  five  years  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  new  affordable 
housing  opportunities  for  buyers  and 
renters  alike.  As  private,  state,  and 
federal  resources  for  these  purposes 
dwindle  nationwide,  our  city  is  once 
again  challenged  to  prioritize  the  hous- 
ing needs  of  its  citizens.  Although  San 
Francisco  can  in  no  way  meet  the 
demands  for  affordable  housing  with 
local  resources  alone,  the  issuance  of 
these  bonds  would  leverage  more  dollars 


from  a variety  of  sources,  including 
HUD,  the  AFL-CIO,  private  investors, 
and  conventional  lenders. 

A is  for  Acute 

In  recent  months  a few  different  af- 
fordable housing  opportunities  in  the 
Mission  opened  up,  and  were  well 
publicized.  In  that  way,  it’s  actually  been 
a good  year  for  our  neighborhood.  Un- 
fortunately, the  demand  for  these  oppor- 
tunities illustrates  the  magnitude  of  work 
ahead  of  us.  The  Housing  Development 
and  Neighborhood  Preservation  ac- 
cepted more  than  400  applications  from 
first-time  homebuyers  interested  in  the 
119  affordable  condominiums  under 
construction  at  101  Valencia. 

Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration accepted  applications  from  very 
low-income  single  adults  interested  in 
moving  into  the  renovated  Altamont,  an 
old  residential  hotel  that  is  being  trans- 
formed into  permanent  housing  at  3048 
16th  Street.  Nine  hundred  thirty-nine  ap- 
plications people  applied  for  the  69  avail- 
able rooms. 

MHDC  also  accepted  applications 
from  low-income  renters  interested  in 
one  of  the  20  apartments  affordable  at 
Good  Samaritan,  one  of  two  buildings 
currently  under  construction  at  1290- 
1294  Potrero  Avenue.  The  second  build- 
ing will  be  a family  resource  center.  More 
than  1900  families  applied. 

These  are  only  three  examples  as 
documented  by  local  nonprofit  housing 
developers.  The  burdens  in  private  sector 
are  equally  dramatic.  Only  7 out  of  100 
San  Franciscans  can  qualify  for  conven- 
tional financing  to  buy  the  average  two- 
bedroom  home  for  sale.  As  a result,  more 
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than  half  of  this  city's  teachers, 
firefighters,  police  officers,  and  MUNI 
drivers  cannot  afford  to  buy  or  rent  a 
home  in  the  city  they  serve.  San 
Francisco’s  vacancy  rate  has  dropped  to 
1 percent,  even  though  rent  increases  in 
1995  averaged  11  percent,  yet  another 
dubious  national  "record." 

A is  for  Appropriate 

Thumb  through  the  voter  handbook 
and  you’ll  see  that  Proposition  A is  sup- 
ported by  an  unprecedented  cross-sec- 
tion of  individuals  and  groups.  From 
Willie  Brown  to  Frank  Jordan,  from  the 
Tenants  Union  to  the  Apartment  House 
Association,  from  Urban  Ecology  to  the 
Realtors  Association,  and  from  neigh- 
borhood to  neighborhood,  people  are  ur- 
ging their  colleagues  and  neighbors  to 
pass  Proposition  A and  to  recognize  that 
stable  and  affordable  homes  are  the 
foundation  of  healthy  communities  and 
economies. 

Even  the  lone  voices  opposing  this 
proposition  recognize  the  needs  for 
more  affordable  housing.  Their  argu- 
ments against  Proposition  A focus  on  the 
money  spent  addressing  these  needs, 
fretting  that  nonprofit  developers  spend 
more  "building  and  rehabbing  Single 
Room  Occupancy  Hotels  in  the  Tender- 
loin and  South  of  Market  than  luxury 
buildings  cost  in  Pacific  Heights."  Such 
logic  is  based  on  the  false  notion  that 
affordable  housing  should  be  cheaply 
constructed.  But  slum  housing  has  never 
served  the  city  well,  and  neighborhoods 
like  the  Mission  are  all  too  familiar  with 
the  way  that  substandard  properties, 
especially  SROs,  take  their  toll. 

Citywide  housing  strategies  suggest 
that  local  resources  be  allocated  toward 
transforming  such  troubled  properties  - 
not  only  by  renovating  the  physical  struc- 


tures, but  also  by  working  to  stabilize  the 
lives  of  the  buildings’  tenants.  This  does 
require  investments  up  front  - in  durable 
materials,  secure  finishes,  and  staffs 
qualified  to  work  with  people  respectful- 
ly and  creatively. 

So  if  it  costs  more  to  renovate  an 
80-unit  SRO  than  it  does  a single-family 
luxury  home  in  Pacific  Heights ...  so  be  it 
It’s  an  appropriate  investment  The  goal 
of  Proposition  A is  not  to  throw  up  a 
bunch  of  shacks  where  people  can  sleep, 
but  rather  to  develop  quality  accom- 
modations in  which  people  can  achieve 
stability  and  participate  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Again,  A is  for  Affordable 

Last  year  when  people  in  the  Mission 
were  voting  on  how  to  divide  up  our  piece 
of  the  Enterprise  Program  pie,  affor- 
dable housing  was  ranked  as  the  highest 
priority.  Of  course,  within  that  category 
people  went  back  and  forth  and  back 
again  on  how  to  narrow  this  down.  Emer- 
gency housing  or  homeownership?  Rent- 
al rehab  housing  or  new  construction? 
SRO  stabilization  was  finally  agreed 
upon  as  the  most  appropriate  (and  affor- 
dable) approach.  And  the  SRO  col- 
laborative that  was  funded  is  plowing 
forward  with  efforts  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions in  some  of  the  local  residential 
hotels  via  landlord  education,  tenant 
support,  code  enforcement,  etc.  This  is 
important  work,  but  the  funds  to  physi- 
cally transform  these  properties  are  very 
scarce,  and  without  the  passage  of 
Proposition  A,  they  may  disappear  al- 
together. 

So  if  you’d  like  to  see  1)  home  buyers 
get  some  more  support,  or  2)  some  jus- 
tice in  our  rental  market,  or  3)  blighted 
properties  injected  with  a little  capital 
work  and  attention,  then  vote  yes  on  A. 
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Candidate  Roundup  Part  Three 


by  Brian  Doohan 

This  month,  the  New  Mission  News 
asked  the  last  four  major  candidates  - 
brownies  Katz  and  Yaki,  retiring  school 
board  member  Leland  Yee,  and  Peace 
and  Freedom  Party  activist  Carlos 
Petroni  - about  their  agendas  for  the 
Mission. 

Katz  chose  not  to  answer.  The 
responses  of  others  were  as  follows: 

What  are  your  priorities  regarding 
planning  for  the  Northeast  Mission  in- 
dustrial neighborhoods  (popularly 
referred  to  as  the  NEMIZ)? 

Incumbent  Michael  Yaki  cited  his  six 
years  as  aide  to  Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi  and 
stated,  "My  priorities  for  the  city,  espe- 
cially in  the  Mission  District,  are 
economic  development  and  affordable 
housing.  The  future  of  NEMIZ  should 
first  and  foremost  be  the  result  of  an 
inclusive  process  that  seeks  to  bring  con- 
sensus behind  alternatives." 

Leland  Yee,  a 20-year  resident  of  the 
Mission,  complains  that  the  neighbor- 
hood has  "been  badly  neglected  by  city 
officials."  He  adds,  "We  need  improved 
housing  and  employment  opportunities. 
I am  opposed,  however,  to  any  plans 
which  would  threaten  the  residential 
character  or  unique  cultural  climate  of 
our  neighborhood." 

Carlos  Petroni  proposes  a progres- 
sive tax  on  downtown  corporations  and 
Pacific  Stock  Exchange  transactions  to 
fund  economic  development,  and  he 
proposes  to  make  the  NEMIZ  a tax-free 
area  for  businesses  that  hire  local  resi- 
dents. He  would  include  arts  and  UCSF 
based  on  local  hiring  compliance. 

What  police  and/or  social  policies 
would  you  implement  to  reduce  gang 
violence? 

Yaki  divides  his  solution  into 
"preventive  programming"  including 
"jobs,  health  services,  affordable  hous- 
ing, strong  education,  and  comprehen- 
sive opportunities  for  children  and 


youth"  and  conventional  law  enforce- 
ment. He  cites  his  fund-raising  among 
business  leaders  to  save  700  summer  jobs 
for  youth,  his  helping  Pelosi  secure 
federal  funding  for  more  police,  and  his 
co-authorship  of  a measure  banning  the 
sale  of  "Saturday  Night  Special"  hand- 
guns. 

Yee  cites  a need  for  "quality  educa- 
tion and  youth  programs"  based  on 
studies  showing  that  violent  adult 
criminals  are  most  likely  to  have  grown 
up  in  disturbed  homes.  "My  goal  is  to 
bring  together  San  Francisco’s  schools 
and  city  government,  along  with  business 
and  community  groups  to  create  youth 
programs  that  provide  our  children  with 
healthy  alternatives  to  gangs  and 
violence." 

Petroni:  "Jobs,  jobs,  and  more  jobs." 
He  calls  for  vocational  training,  recrea- 
tional facilities,  and  the  establishment  of 
a youth  council  to  administer  (not  merely 
advise)  programs  and  a peer  court  to 
judge  nonviolent  crimes.  Favors  tighter 
community  control  of  police. 

What  measures  would  you  take  to  ad- 
dress code  enforcement  in  dilapidated 
housing  and  abandoned  storefronts  in 
the  Mission? 

Yaki  suggests  using  vacant 

storefronts  to  "incubate  youth 

entrepreneurial  businesses'  and  suggests 
passage  of  Proposition  A to  fund  housing 
restoration  and  rehabilitation.  "Code  en- 
forcement means  giving  the  appropriate 
city  departments  the  power  to  levy  fines 
and  other  appropriate  legal  action  to 
compel  enforcement.  It  also  means 
prioritizing  and  ’sweeping’  certain  areas 
with  appropriate  city  departmental  per- 
sonnel. 

Yee  promises  to  work  with  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  on 
code  violations,  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  on  lead  removal,  and  the 
24th  and  Mission  Streets  business  com- 
munities to  provide  economic  develop- 
ment loans. 

Petroni  said,  "Abandoned  property 


should  be  passed  to  public  domain  after 
12  months  and  the  city  should  step  in  to 
make  it  profitable.  Slumlords  should  be 
prosecuted  and  fined.  Lead  poisoning  of 
80  percent  of  our  kids ...  and  violations  of 
environmental  laws  should  be  severely 
punished.  Unnecessary  regulations  for 
responsible  small  merchants  and 
homeowners  should  be  eliminated." 

The  present  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  criticized  as  a rubber  stamp  for 
Mayor  Brown.  On  what  issues,  if  any,  do 
you  anticipate  disagreement  with  the 
mayor? 

Yaki  said,  "In  the  past,  the  city  has  all 
too  often  been  characterized  by  disputes 
between  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
the  mayor."  He  cites  his  support  of  Su- 
pervisor Tom  Ammiano’s  Honest  Elec- 
tions legislation,  which  Brown  has 


threatened  to  veto. 

Yee  said,  "Our  city  cannot  have  a 
Board  of  Supervisors  that  is  a rubber 
stamp  for  Mayor  Brown,  nor  can  we  have 
a board  that  is  constantly  at  odds  with  the 
mayor  to  the  point  that  the  business  of 
the  city  cannot  move  forward.  I work  well 
with  Mayor  Brown,  but  I will  never  com- 
promise my  values  and  beliefs.  I’m  sure 
that  over  the  years  we  are  bound  to  have 
disagreements,  and  in  those  cases,  I will 
find  a way  to  work  with  the  mayor  while 
continuing  to  stand  for  my  positions." 

Petroni  criticizes  the  mayor’s  in- 
ability to  solve  the  homeless  crisis  and  to 
prepare  for  upcoming  welfare  cuts,  to 
manage  MUNI,  and  to  allow  more  com- 
munity involvement.  "Mayor  Brown 
would  like  to  rule  the  city  through  a 
political  machine  loyal  to  him  not  the 
Deoole."  Petroni  said. 
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U S Senator  Barbara  Boxer 

U S Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 

State  Senator  Milton  Marks 

Assemblymember  John  Burton 

Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden 

Mayor  Willie  L Brown,  Jr 

Honorable  Joseph  Alioto 

Honorable  George  Christopher 

Honorable  Frank  Jordan 

Board  of  Supervisors  President,  Kevin  Shelley 

Supervisor  Angela  Alioto 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
Supervisor  Amos  Brown 
Supervisor  Tom  Hsieh 
Supervisor  Leslie  Katz 
Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 
Supervisor  Susan  Leal 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki 
Sheriff  Michael  Hennessey 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 

San  Francisco  Republican  Party 

San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 

San  Francisco  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 

Affordable  Housing  Alliance 

Alice  B Toklas  LesbianXGay  Democratic  Club 

Asian  Pacific  Democratic  Club 

Black  Leadership  Forum 

Chinese  American  Democratic  Club 

Coalition  for  Better  Housing 

Coleman  Advocates  for  Children  and  Youth 

Democratic  Women's  Forum 
Downtown  Association  of  San  Francisco 
FDR  Democratic  Club  For  Persons  with 
Disabilities  and  Seniors 
Fillmore  Democratic  Club 
Golden  Gate  Democratic  League 
Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Latino  Democratic  Club 
Mexican  American  Political  Association 
National  Organization  for  Women.  S.F 
National  Women's  Political  Caucus  (NWPC) 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Planning  Association  of  the  Richmond  (PAR) 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club 

Raoul  Wallenberg  Jewish  Democratic  Club* 

Richmond  District  Democratic  Club 

San  Francisco  Arts  Democratic  Club 

S F Black  Chamber  ol  Commerce 

S F Planning  & Urban  Research  Assn  (SPUR) 

Senior  Action  Network 

Sunset  Community  Democratic  Club 

(partial  list) 

Voting  YES  on  Proposition  B to: 

f Keep  tke  de  Young  Museum  Open 

Without  Proposition  B,  conditions  at  the  de  Young  Museum  will  become  so  hazardous  the 
Museum  may  be  forced  to  close. 

F Keep  O ur  Art  and  Our  Visitors  Safe 

The  de  Young  Museum  has  the  worst  seismic  rating  of  any  building  owned  by  the  City. 

f Expand  Art  and  Education 

A new  de  Young  will  have  more  education  programs  and  more  art  on  view. 

f Build  a N e\v  Museum,  Not  a Garage 

Proposition  B will  rebuild  the  de  Young  Museum  to  make  it  safe.  Proposition  B does  NOT 
authorize  a garage. 

F Improve  Golden  Gate  Park 

A new  de  Young  will  be  a park-friendly,  "green"  building,  creating  more  open  space  and 
complementing  its  natural  setting. 


^aic* ,or  by  •be  Commiitee  lor  a New  de  Young.  Yes  on  B.  Bernard  Osher,  Treasurer.  ID»951755 
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Doc’s  Clock 


continued  from  page  one 


lord  Berek  Winter  will  face  a Superior 
Court  judge  to  answer  why  the  premises 
should  not  be  sanctioned  as  a public 
nuisance;  such  a finding  could  bring  sub- 
stantial fees  closure  for  as  long  as  a year. 

The  City  Attorney’s  decision  to 
declare  the  bar  a public  nuisance  is  based 
on  the  declarations  of  three  police  of- 
ficers that  criminal  activity  at  Doc’s 
Clock  is  endemic. 

"Over  the  past  18  months  there  have 
been  approximately  82  calls  for  service, 
and  over  78  arrests  for  narcotics  posses- 
sion and  dealing  inside  the  property,  and 
numerous  other  narcotics  and  related  ar- 
rests in  front  of  or  right  next  to  the 
property,"  said  Officer  Jim  Strange 
(who,  last  week  was  named  San  Francis- 
cos Favorite  Cop  for  October). 

Jim  Miller,  a narcotics  officer  who 
works  the  Mission  and  the  Tenderloin, 
declared  that  in  slightly  over  a year,  he 
had  personally  made  or  supervised  over 
20  narcotics  arrests.  On  many  other  oc- 
casions, he  has  viewed  suspected  dealers 
"enter  and  exit  the  bar  within  five 
minutes,  which  is  [an]  unusually  short 
time  for  having  a drink  at  a bar. 

"Such  foot  traffic  is  consistent  with 
the  sale  of  narcotics,"  said  Miller,  specify- 
ing that  heavy  cocaine  trafficking  coin- 
cides with  the  presence  of  bar  manager 
Porfirio  Barrios.  Landlord  Winter,  ac- 
cording to  City  Attorney  staff,  proposed 
"settling"  the  case  by  transferring  the 
lease  from  Soria  to  Barrios  - a proposal 
that  was  not  accepted. 

Jim  Ludlow,  the  Mission  Station  per- 
mit officer,  declares  that  the  Doc’s  Clock 
licensee,  Soria,  has  failed  to  disclose  to 
state  Alcoholic  Beverages  Commission 
(ABC)  officials  that  his  hidden  partner, 
Chavez,  is  a convicted  felon  who  is  in- 
eligible to  hold  a liquor  license. 

However,  the  City  Attorney’s  Office 
is  prepared  to  introduce  into  evidence  a 
lease  signed  by  Winter  and  Chavez. 
Either  the  state  ABC  did  not  bother  to 
check  whether  its  permit  licensee  was  the 


leaseholder,  or  else  Soria,  Chavez,  or 
Winter  (or  a combination  of  them)  bam- 
boozled the  gullible  ABC. 

"The  neighbors  and  merchants  live  in 
fear  for  their  lives,  when  multitudes  of 
people  go  in  and  out  of  2575  Mission  to 
buy  narcotics  and  deal  drugs,  harass  and 
threaten  business  owners,"  slates  Deputy 
City  Attorney  Karen  Carrera,  who  told 
the  New  Mission  News  of  Doc’s  Clock 
reign  of  terror  on  Mission  between  21st 
and  22nd  Streets. 

In  her  memorandum  to  the  court, 
Carrera  also  stated,  "An  injunction 
against  drug  activity  on  the  property 
should  benefit  rather  than  harm  defen- 
dants. It  will  increase  the  value  of  the 
property  by  reversing  the  depressing  ef- 
fect drug  activity  has  on  its  value." 

Such  is  the  letter  of  the  law.  The 
reality  on  Mission  Street  is  somewhat 
different.  Bars,  like  liquor  stores,  check- 
cashing establishments,  and  other  high- 
cash  turnaround  enterprises,  offer  the 
unscrupulous  opportunities  for  launder- 
ing money. 

Given  the  equally  detestable  slovenli- 
ness of  the  California  ABC  and  an  attor- 
ney general  more  obsessed  with  pursuing 
medicinal  marijuana  and  lame  cartoons 
than  fallout  from  such  establishments  as 
Doc’s  Clock,  the  only  real  deterrent  to 
bad  bars  is  San  Francisco’s  long  but  busy 
arm  of  the  law. 

It  takes  a lengthy  period  of  egregious 
abuse  to  gain  such  notice,  but  Doc’s 
Clock  appears  to  have  entered  that  hall 
of  infamy. 

"I  asked  Mr.  Winter,  ’Don’t  you  care?’ 
and  he  replied,  ’I  am  a business  owner!’" 
Carrera  told  the  New  Mission  News. 

But  flouting  the  law  may  prove  to  be 
a bad  business  decision  too.  The  city  is 
asking  for  a year’s  closure  of  the 
premises,  a $25,000  fine,  and  an  addition- 
al $2,500  per  violation  of  the  Drug 
Abatement  Act  and  Business  and  Profes- 
sional Code. 

Carrera’s  superior,  Jeannine  Marie 


Victoire,  who  heads  the  Code  Enforce- 
ment Division,  finds  legal  precedent  for 
counting  narcotics  arrests  as 
sanctionable  violations.  If  the  judge 
agrees  and  orders  violations  accrued 
during  the  appeals  process  to  be  banked, 
Winter  would  be  feeling  more  than  a lit- 
tle heat 

With  narcotics  arrests  running  at  a 
rate  of  six  per  month,  even  an  exorbitant 
$3,500  rent  would  be  swept  away  by  a 
red-ink  tide. 

The  crime  clock  still  ticks  away.  Last 
month,  even  under  heavy  police  pres- 
sure, a heroin  arrest  was  made,  on  Oct.  5. 
A cocaine  seizure  was  made  at  5:45  p.m. 
on  Thursday,  Oct.  17,  and  at  11:40  that 
evening,  one  Alonzo  Santos  was  arrested 
in  the  gents  after  he  chose  to  throw  a bag 
of  suspected  cocaine  into  a trash  bin 
rather  than  flushing  it  down  the  toilet. 

That  would  make  two,  possibly  three 
strikes  against  Winter,  reducing  his  Oc- 
tober profits  to  negative  $1,500  or  even 
negative  $4,000  with  two  weeks  of  Doc’s 
Clock  jollities  still  to  come. 

If  Mr.  Winter’s  concern  is  his  bottom 
line,  it  may  be  that  he  would  choose  to 
comply  as  a "business  decision"  rather 
than  enter  into  the  lengthy  appeals 
process  residential  and  commercial 
slumlords  have  used  in  the  past  to 
frustrate  code  enforcement. 

Israel  Sanft,  Winters’  attorney,  stated 
he  had  not  seen  the  action  yet  and  said, 
"until  there  is  discovery  it  is  too  early  for 


me  to  give  an  opinion." 

Further  evidence  that  the  happy 
dockers  at  Doc’s  are  falling  out  among 
themselves  is  that  Soria  and  Barrios  have 
hired  their  own  attorney,  Paul  Slavitt, 
who  represents  himself  as  "serving  the 
legal  needs  of  the  business  and  creative 
community."  Inasmuch  as  Mission  police 
claim  Chavez  is  assodated  with  the 
Durango  drug  cartel,  the  creative  busi- 
ness approach  of  closing  Doc’s  and 
reopening  elsewhere  may  prove  harder 
to  accomplish  in  the  future. 

"This  is  drug  enforcement,  not  code 
enforcement,  and  the  DBI  is  not  the 
BBI,"  said  Marie  Victoire,  referring  to 
the  administrative  shakeup  approved  by 
voters  in  1994.  If  a padlock  is  snapped  on 
Doc’s  November  22,  it  will  send  a mes- 
sage to  the  slumlords  that  business-as- 
usual  is  over. 

"Business  owners  need  to  be  a part  of 
the  community,"  Carrera  said.  "This  will 
send  a message  to  other  bar  owners  and 
landlords  that  they  should  not  allow  nor 
encourage  this  type  of  public  nuisance." 

In  other  news—  the  Department  of 
Health,  acting  on  repeated  neighbor- 
hood complaints  about  the  Dog  House 
bar  at  3358  Cesar  Chavez,  has  pulled  its 
permit,  efective  October  15th.  Owners 
Ivan  Castillo  and  Tammie  Periera  did  not 
show  up  at  the  October  9th  hearing 
before  the  Department. 
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Maria  Bove 
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Douglas  W Barney 
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Peter  Karnstedt 
Robert  Walker 
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Tommy  Lam 
John  Martin 
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Ubad  Khan  Arid 
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Tran  Luong 
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Ricardo  Roman 
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David  Gaze 
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Natalino  Silva 
Boris  Rainer 
George  Wade 
Merhzis  Esteyan 
Jose  Luis  Cuevas 
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Rasale  Salare 
Rechid  Romdane 
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James  Nixon 
Nick  Nichols 
Ralph  Hoffschildt 
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Yong  Park 
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Jerry  J Smith 
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Ruford  Mathis 
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Ashwani  K Aeri 
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John  Stringer 
Tai  Sen  Lok  Chan 
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Edward  Imtiaz 
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Anatoly  Smyslov 
Simon  B Housepien 
John  Robert  Hill 
Abbas  M Mirza 
Wilson  Broussard 
Asmelash  Tedla 
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William  Wong 
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(partial  list) 
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Hujazi 


continued  from  page  one 


It’s  Basketball  Season  Again ! 


vision  stories  have  illustrated  Hujazi’s 
reluctance  to  maintain  her  buildings  ac- 
cording to  the  mandates  of  thel  law. 
Sanchez  lives  at  3410  22nd  Street,  the 
same  building  that  housed  Adrian  Sly,  an 
AIDS  patient  who  battled  with  Hujazi 
for  four  months  over  a nonfunctional 
bathroom  before  he  finally  succumbed  to 
his  disease  in  August.  Hujazi  also  owns  a 
building  at  320  Turk  Street,  the  subject 
of  an  investigative  report  by  KGO  Chan- 
nel 7 that  uncovered  numerous  il- 
legalities in  how  the  building  was 
maintained. 

Despite  the  uproar  caused  by  the 
story,  including  fist-pounding  promises 
by  D.A.  Terrence  Hallinan  that  this  can- 
not and  will  not  go  on  in  this  city,  little 
has  changed.  In  Sanchez’s  case,  his 
troubles  began  October  21,  1995,  when 
he  sent  Hujazi  a written  request  for 
repairs  on  his  apartment.  Among  other 
problems,  his  bathroom  was  in  severe 
disrepair,  his  heater  was  dangerous  and 
nonfunctioning,  his  smoke  detector  was 
improperly  installed,  and  his  building 
had  rodent  and  insect  infestation. 

According  to  Sanchez,  workers  came 
and  went  but  did  little.  On  December  3, 
he  sent  Hujazi  a notice  of  his  intent  to 
perform  the  repairs  himself  and  then  to 
deduct  the  cost  from  his  rent.  After 
paying  his  January  rent  --  adjusted  for  the 
repairs  - Hujazi  had  workers  repair  the 
bathroom.  They  removed  the  bathroom 
sink,  bathtub,  and  shower,  ripped  out  the 
floor,  and  left.  They  never  returned,  and 
Sanchez  was  left  without  any  bathing 
facilities. 

Feeling  put  upon  but  still  hopeful, 
Sanchez  was  surprised  when  Hujazi 
served  him  with  a Three  Day  Notice,  the 
first  step  in  the  eviction  process.  She 
claimed  the  rent  he  paid  for  January  and 
February  was  insufficient,  as  the  price  of 
the  repairs  had  been  deducted,  and  she 
refused  to  accept  any  of  it.  On  February 
13, 1996,  Hujazi  filed  a complaint  against 
Sanchez  for  unlawful  detainer. 

Sanchez  filed  a complaint  with  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection, 
which  issued  Hujazi  a Notice  of  Viola- 
tion ordering  her  to  restore  the 


bathroom  to  working  condition.  When 
she  failed  to  comply,  Sanchez  took  her  to 
Municipal  Court,  and  he  won  a judgment 
reducing  his  rent,  since  Hujazi  had  sub- 
stantially breached  the  warranty  of 
habitability  because  of  the  defective 
plumbing  and  lack  of  bathing  facilities. 

On  June  19,  workers  again  came  to 
"fix"  Sanchez’s  bathroom.  This  time,  they 
removed  the  toilet  and  departed,  leaving 
Sanchez  without  a toilet  until  June  29, 
when  they  installed  a toilet  with  a 
dilapidated  seat  and  no  caulking  around 
its  base.  Hujazi  failed  to  appear  at  the 
DBI  directors  hearing  on  July  26,  the  last 
stop  on  the  DBI’s  punitive  railroad. 

The  DBI  issued  another  notice  July 
26  concerning  the  lack  of  heating 
facilities  in  the  apartment.  Hujazi  sub- 
sequently made  repairs,  but  according  to 
the  lawsuit,  these  were  made  improperly 
and  without  the  required  permits.  Fed 
up,  Sanchez  decided  to  take  Hujazi  to 
court  rather  than  continue  what  for  him 
had  been  a useless  struggle  with  a nearly 
immobile  code-enforcement 

mechanism. 

This  inordinately  long  process  is  not 
unusual  when  it  comes  to  forcing 
landlords  to  make  repairs.  According  to 
DBI  records,  of  the  complaints  filed 
against  Hujazi  by  other  tenants,  most  are 
not  abated  within  the  specified  time. 
Anne  Menasche,  Sanchez’s  attorney, 
hopes  that  by  winning  this  case,  Sanchez 
and  Hujazi’s  other  tenants  can  circum- 
vent the  DBI’s  legendary  bureaucracy.  "If 
we  win  and  get  an  injunction  against 
Hujazi,  then  anytime  she  fails  to  make 
repairs  tenants  can  go  straight  to  the 
judge,  and  the  judge  can  force  Hujazi  to 
comply,"  said  Meanasche. 

This  approach  is  rare,  and  is  rarely 
successful.  But  an  important  and  unique 
aspect  of  this  complaint  lies  in  that  fact 
that  it’s  filed  on  behalf  of  the  general 
public.  This  means  that  any  of  Hujazi’s 
tenants  can  testify  either  for  or  against 
her,  and  based  on  her  track  record,  there 
could  be  a long  line  of  disgruntled 
tenants  at  the  courtroom  door.  If  you 
wish  to  testify,  please  contact  Ann 
Menasche  at  (415)  665-6746. 


The  only  candidate  qualified  to 
take-on  the  right-wing  agenda” 
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by  Kurt  Bier 

Anyone  whose  ever  played  a game  of 
pick-up  basketball  knows  that  after  the 
game  is  over,  when  everyone  is  sweaty 
and  tired,  the  game  actually  goes  on,  but 
this  time  in  the  players’  imaginations. 

"Man,  you  were  so  lucky  on  that  last 
drive;  your  man  held  me  or  I woulda 
swatted  that  ?#$@." 

"Uh  huh,  you  never  even  saw  me 
flying  past  you,  your  head  couldn’t  move 
fast  enough,  let  alone  your  brain.  They 
oughta  call  you  toast  you  get  burned  so 
often." 

Or,  "You  shoulda  seen  it:  crossover, 
behind  the  back,  down  the  lane,  finger 
roll,  swish.  Really  I’m  not  lying." 

Basketball  is  all  about  stories  - tall 
tales,  that  is.  This  is  the  subject  of  We 
Came  to  Play:  Writings  on  Basketball  by 
John  Ross  and  Q.  R.  Hand,  Jr.  Full  of 
short  stories  and  poems,  it  unifies  the 
experience  of  playing  basketball  under 
the  rubric  of  metaphor.  Basketball  is  like 
so  many  things.  Struggle,  success,  har- 
mony, rhythm,  friendship,  rivalry,  escape, 
frustration,  paradigm  shifts  ~ the  game 
means  a lot  to  those  who  play,  especially 
those  who  see  it  as  their  only  possible 
arena  in  which  to  succeed. 

Authors  as  disparate  as  Bill  Cosby 


and  John  Updike  wax  comedic  and 
prosaically  nostalgic,  allowing  the  reader 
insight  into  their  characters  through 
foibles  and  triumphs  with  a ball  and  a 
hoop.  The  book  is  divided  into  five  sec- 
tions, each  roughly  summarizing  an 
aspect  of  a basketball  game  and  life  in 
general:  youth,  adolescence,  education, 
love  and  hate  and  twilight. 

The  majority  of  the  stories  are  enter- 
taining, if  not  brilliant,  and  occasionally 
a simple  story  strikes  a chord  and  you  get 
it:  life  really  is  like  a basketball  game. 
"The  Jump  Shooter,"  a poem  by  Dennis 
Trundell,  tells  the  story  of  an  old  man 
who  is  stripped  of  his  skills  but  still  able 
to  enjoy  basketball  for  its  underlying 
simplicity  and  beauty  and  the 
camaraderie  it  engenders.  The  essay  on 
trash  talking  is  very  informative  and  use- 
ful for  the  amateur  trash  talker,  one  of 
the  least  tangible  yet  most  important 
skills  a true  player  needs. 

Of  course,  the  book  contains  a couple 
real  yawners,  but  overall  it’s  immensely 
entertaining  and  will  ring  true  to  gym  rat 
and  couch  potato  alike. 

Q.R.  Hand  and  John  Ross  will  be  at 
Modem  Times  Books  888  Valencia  Street 
on  November  13th  at  7:30p.m. 


Correction 


Last  month’s  issue  of  the  New  Mis- 
sion News  contained  incorrect  state- 
ments about  a current  City  Attorney’s 
civil  suit  against  landlord  Virginia  Velas- 
co, who  owns  21  buildings  in  the  City. 
The  six  Velasco  cases\property  were 
referred  to  the  City  Attorney’s  Office  by 
the  Department  of  Building  Inspection 


Live  In  Help 
Wanted 


for 


/ight  housekeeping 
ilderly  man 

(eautiful  home,  food,  lodg- 
ing and  small  salary 
Contact  Lemar  921-5937 


not  a tenant  rights  group.  The  City  Attor- 
ney is  seeking  but  has  not  yet  secured  a 
final  judgement  of  $7  million  from  Velas- 
co. The  "Injunction  and  Interlocutory 
Judgement"  signed  by  Velasco  and  the 
City  is  not  final  until  a judge  determines 
the  reasonableness  of  the  amount  of 
penalties  requested. 


Dolores  Park  Homeopathy 

3689  18th  St.,  San  Francisco 

We  offer  Classical  Homeopathy  to 
individuals  and  families,  and  cater 
to  all  people. 

Please  call 

Lyn  Earrugia  C.  Horn  and 
Richard  Pitt  R.S.  Horn  C.C.H.  at 

415-565-0979 


101  VALENCIA 
COMMERCIAL  SPACES 

Location 

• Along  Valencia,  storefronts 
located  in  the  new  109  unit 
of  101  Valencia  condos 

• 1 block  from  Market  Street 

• 2-  blocks  from  Dept,  of  City 
Planning 

• Within  walking  distance  of 
Muni-Metro 

• Central  to  Castro,  Mission, 
SOMA,  Western  Division, 
and  Downtown 

Currently 

Available 

• Approximately  2,350  s.f., 
spaces  from  400  s.f.  to 
1 ,200  s.f.  available 

Suggested  Uses 

• Office,  retail,  deli/bakery/ 
coffee  shop 

• New  construction,  tenant 
can  build  to  suit 

Available 

• 1 2/96 

Lease 

• 5 year,  triple  net 

For  Further  Information  Call  543-3940 
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Confusion  Reigns  In 
Projects’  Reconstruction 


by  Brian  Doohan 

The  October  New  Mission  News 
featured  a story  on  the  Bernal  Dwellings 
tenant  relocation,  its  demolition,  and  its 
rebuilding  under  the  Federal  Hope  VI 
statutes.  It  quoted  Housing  Authority 
spokesperson  Ron  Sonenshine  dismiss- 
ing the  prospect  of  an  early  inclusion  of 
the  North  Beach  projects  in  the  program 
impacting  relocation.  But  on  Oct.  7, 
HUD  announced  that  the  projects,  which 
are  located  adjacent  to  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  will  be  demolished  and  rebuilt, 
and  that  relocation  will  begin  early  next 
year. 

"Shows  what  I know,"  was 
Sonenshine’s  first,  candid  admission. 

However,  despite  the  serious  housing 
shortage  in  San  Francisco,  which  has 
caused  desperation  for  low-income,  Sec- 
tion 8,  and  public-housing  tenants, 
Sonenshine  remains  optimistic  that  the 
Bernal  Dwellings  relocations  will  be  con- 
cluded by  the  end  of  the  year,  avoiding 
the  bane  of  neighbors  and  remaining 
tenants...  a largely  uninhabited  ghost 
town  vulnerable  to  criminal  predators. 

He  attributed  the  advancing  date  of 
the  North  Beach  demolitions  to  "Art 
Agnos’s  timetable."  (Agnos,  the  former 
mayor,  is  HUD  Administrator  for  the 
Pacific  Coast.) 

The  Housing  Authority’s  policy  has 
been  to  provide  displaced  tenants  with 
apartments  either  in  other  complexes  or 
Section  8 subsidies.  In  the  instance  of 
Hayes  Valley,  the  first  of  four  Hope  VI 
undertakings  (Bernal  Dwellings  and 
Plaza  East  in  the  Western  Addition  are 
contiguous  with  North  Beach  following), 
about  a third  of  the  tenants  left  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

"The  absolute  truth  is  that  rentals  in 
San  Francisco  are  drying  up  like  a desert 
floor,"  Sonenshine  said.  "Section  8 cer- 
tificates do  have  portability;  that’s  the 
beauty  of  them." 


However,  New  Bay  View  columnist 
Marie  Harrison  responded  to  the  in- 
sinuation that  predominantly  minority 
public-housing  tenants  wanted  to  leave 
the  city  "like  we  wanted  to  be  slaves."  The 
Bay  View  has  reported  on  public-housing 
tenants  who  have  been  put  on  a merry- 
go-round  from  Geneva  Towers  to  Bernal 
Dwellings,  who  have  been  uprooted 
again.  She  also  fears  that  the  Housing 
Authority’s  "one  strike"  policy,  which 
evicts  whole  families  for  the  misconduct 
of  any  member,  is  a creative  way  of 
manufacturing  vacancies. 

"Families  evicted  from  one  building 
are  taken  in  by  relatives  in  other  build- 
ings who  then  are  at  risk  of  eviction,"  said 
Harrison,  who  considers  Sonenshine’s 
optimistic  forecast  "baloney." 

Asked  whether  some  might  consider 
the  city  to  have  an  agenda  of  using  one- 
strike  provisions  to  empty  out  its  build- 
ings, the  Housing  Authority 
spokesperson  grew  quite  unspokesper- 
sonlike. "You  couldn’t  print  my  response 
to  that!"  he  replied. 

Also  unprintable  were  the  remarks  of 
Housing  Authority  tenants  who  arrived 
during  the  first  rains  of  the  season,  on 
October  18th,  to  find  that  the  Housing 
Commission  meeting  had  been  canceled. 
"I  already  paid  for  three  hours  of  child 
care.  What  do  I do  now?"  was  one  of  the 
more  reasonable  remarks  heard  in  the 
Housing  Authority  lobby  on  Turk  Street. 

Many  returned  for  the  October  24th 
meeting  on  one-strike  evictions,  also 
held  while  rain  pounded  down  — only  to 
sit  in  the  commission  room  waiting  for  a 
quorum  to  show  up.  After  45  minutes, 
this  reporter  had  to  leave  without  hear- 
ing a word  of  testimony,  although  there 
were  plenty  of  unsolicited,  unofficial 
comments.  "Don’t  you  know  they’re 
trying  to  push  us  all  out?”  said  one  tenant, 
an  African  American,  to  a friend,  who 
replied,  "Not  if  we  fight!"  Another  la- 
mented, "They’re  taking  back  everything 


they  ever  gave  us." 

These  people  do  what  they  want," 
said  another  tenant.  "That’s  why  they're 
in  the  mess  they’re  in." 

Apparently,  one  solution  to  racial 
hostility  would  be  to  put  everyone  under 
the  thumb  of  the  Housing  Authority, 
thus  providing  a common  adversary. 

Sonenshine  remains  upbeat.  "By  the 
time  we  get  ready  to  sit  down  and  deal 
with  North  Beach,"  he  predicts, 
"everyone  from  Bernal  will  be  in  a new 
home."  But  with  so  many  demolitions  on 


the  fast  track  while  prospects  for 
reconstruction  seem  as  distant  as  ever,  it 
may  be  appropriate  to  wonder  whether 
the  Housing  Authority’s  policy  is  one  of 
premature  evacuation. 

Meanwhile,  San  Francisco  Police 
Homicide  officers  report  that  they  are 
still  investigating  the  execution  style  rob- 
bery-murder of  merchant  Ibrihim 
Habash  by  assailants  who  allegedly  es- 
caped through  Bernal  Dwellings;  neigh- 
bors are  understandably  anxious  for 
results. 
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Protect  our 
Retirement 
System 


Right  now,  two  San  Francisco  Police  officers  work  side-by-side,  doing  the  same  job. 
Yet  the  one  who  joined  the  force  in  1977  will  receive  a lower  retirement  rate  than  the 
other,  who  joined  in  1975. 

That’s  because  retirement  benefits  haven’t  changed  in  20  years. 

Last  year,  we  approved  Charter  reform  that  makes  sense  and  ends  some  of  the 
outdated  provisions  that  make  us  go  back  to  the  ballot  time  and  again,  even  for 
^ minor  changes. 

Prop  E will  enable  police,  fire  and  municipal  employees  to  negotiate  their  retirement  benefits.  Pure  and 
simple.  That’s  what  it  does. 

This  means  that  officers  who  have  been  seriously  injured  in  the  line  of  duty  will  have  the  chance  to  retire  at 
a decent  salary,  allowing  vacancies  to  be  filled  with  new  personnel  — and  putting  every  able-bodied  officer 
out  on  the  street.  WJeneed  this. 

To  help  you  decide  which  side  of  Prop  E you  should  be  on, 
take  a look  at  the  "Who's  Who"  on  both  sides  of  Prop  E: 


Here's  who  is  FOR  Prop  E; 


San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 
Affordable  Housing  Alliance 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Lesbian  & Gay 
Democratic  Club 
Asian  Pacific  Democratic  Club 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Democratic  Club 
Harvey  Milk  L/G/B  Democratic  Club 
Latino  Democratic  Club 
Mexican  American  Political  Association 
National  Organization  for  Women/SF 
Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Arts  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Central  Labor  Council 
San  Francisco  Firefighters 
San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association 

Tenants  Network 
Richmond  Democratic  Club 
District  8 Democratic  Club 
Black  Leadership  Forum 


Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown,  Ir. 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
Assemblymember  John  Burton 
Assemblymember  Carole  Migden 
Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Kevin  Shelley 
Supervisor  Angela  Alioto 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
Supervisor  Amos  Brown 
Supervisor  Leslie  Kat/. 

Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki 


Here's  who  is  AGAINST  Prop  E; 


San  Francisco  Republican  Party 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Committee  on  Jobs* 


'The  Committee  on  Jobs  is  comprised  of  the 
Chief  Executive  Officers  of  San  Francisco's 
biggest  corporations,  including  Bank  of 
America,  Bechtel  Group,  Inc..  The  Shorenstein 
Company,  Montgomery  Securities  and  The  Gap. 
The  Committee  on  Jobs  has  said  they  will  spend 
$500,000  to  defeat  Prop  E. 


Paid  tor  by  the  Committee  tor  YES  on  E.  a Controlled  Committee  ot  the  San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association  • 510  Seventh  Street  • San  Francisco  94103 
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New  College  Gets  Organized 

Unionization  Comes  to  Alternative  Educational  Institution 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

Born  out  of  the  communal 
idealism  of  the  1960s,  New  College  of 
California,  with  its  campuses  on  Fell  and 
Valencia,  is  currently  confronting  a rift 
from  within,  forcing  a rethinking  of  its 
structure.  Historically  an  advocate  for 
progressive  notions,  New  College  does 
not  write  contracts  or  provide  many 
other  explicit  guidelines  for  employees. 
This  could  change;  the  staff  has  invited 
SEIU  Local  790  to  represent  it  in  con- 
tract negotiations. 

Charges  of  stealthy  maneuvering  and 
hypocrisy  have  been  leveled  at  the  ad- 
ministration, and  at  New  College  Presi- 
dent Peter  Gabel  in  particular.  Gabel, 
who  claims  he  has  never  challenged  the 
employees’  right  to  organize,  is  taking  a 
conciliatory  stance. 

"I  think  it’s  great  there’s  a Union  at 
New  College,"  he  told  The  New  Mission 
News.  "We  hope  it  will  help  to  overcome 
some  of  the  us-and-them  aspects." 

According  to  Eric  Mar,  Assistant 
Dean  of  Admissions  for  New  College 
School  of  Law,  the  administration  fosters 
a sense  of  "us  and  them"  by  not  allowing 
any  dissension  on  the  part  of  the  students 
or  staff. 

"If  you  asked  too  many  questions  your 
job  was  made  intolerable,"  he  said. 

According  to  Mar,  no  sooner  had 
union  organizing  begun  than  he  received 
this  anonymous  message  on  his  answer- 
ing machine:  "With  all  the  injustices  on 
this  planet,  don’t  you  have  something 
better  to  do  than  to  try  to  play  god  at  New 
College? 

By  July  of  this  year,  support  for  the 
union  had  reached  70  percent,  and  it  was 
clear  that  the  union  would  be  repre- 
senting New  College  employees.  A 
negotiating  committee  of  six  was  ap- 
pointed to  query  the  faculty  and  collect 
ideas  for  November  contract  negotia- 
tions. Committee  member  Sriyanthi 
Gunewardena  has  noticed  a tendency  in 
the  responses  she  is  getting. 

"A  lot  of  people  are  hurt  by  the  lack 
of  structure,"  she  said.  "Things  like 
seniority  rights,  a uniform  grievance 
policy,  ability  to  make  autonomous 
decisions,  improving  communications, 
and  the  opening  up  of  financial  informa- 
tion, all  seem  to  be  lacking." 

Gunewardena  believes  that  a glass 
ceiling  exists  for  both  staff  and  faculty 
when  it  comes  to  contributing  to  the 


direction  of  New  College. 

"The  administration  did  a great  job  in 
conceptualizing  the  institution,  but 
sometimes  they  fall  short  in  the  practical 
aspects.  Any  criticism  is  taken  as  an  at- 
tack upon  the  college,  as  if  its  ideals 
might  erode  if  the  rest  of  us  are  allowed 
to  make  any  decisions,"  she  said. 

Mar  is  more  blunt,  saying  that  Gabel, 
New  College  vice  president  Martin 
Hamilton,  and  a small  inner  circle  make 
all  the  decisions. 

"Despite  the  rhetoric  about  New  Col- 
lege being  a family,  people  began  to  real- 
ize how  little  voice  they  actually  had. 
There’s  a patronizing,  hypocritical  at- 
titude toward  both  the  students  and 
workers,"  he  said. 

The  impasse  between  administration 
and  faculty  became  intolerable  during 
the  summer  of  1995,  when  five 
humanities-department  faculty  members 
were  let  go  due  to  "philosophical  dif- 
ferences" with  the  administration  over 
wanting  to  establish  teaching  standards. 
Students  from  the  department  were  livid 
and  demanded  that  faculty  be  given  more 
autonomy. 

Some  of  the  students  got  together  to 
put  out  a newsletter  called  Pipsqueak!,  in 
which  they  voiced  grievances  with  the 
administration.  Then  Pipsqeak!  sent  a list 
of  grievances  to  the  Western  Associa- 
tions of  Schools  and  Colleges  (WASC) 
accreditation  board.  Members  of  the  ad- 
ministration felt  stabbed  in  the  back; 
angry  exchanges  broke  out  in  the 
hallways. 

In  December  of  1995,  financial  dif- 
ficulties due  to  dropping  student  enroll- 
ment drove  the  administration  to  switch 
health-care  plans  from  Mass  Mutual  to 
Health  Net,  thereby  saving  $100,000  but 
angering  some  employees  who  found 
that  their  domestic  partners  were  no 
longer  covered  under  the  same  plan.  The 
following  month,  the  Bay  Guardian  ran  a 
cover  story  on  New  College  that  was  by 
and  large  sympathetic  toward  the  stu- 
dents. 

In  February,  WASC  reviewed  New 
College.  A new  governing  structure 
(which  would  include  students  and  facul- 
ty) was  called  for,  and  the  college  was 
required  to  achieve  financial  account- 
ability. In  June,  the  administration  an- 
nounced a financial  restructuring 
program  that  called  for  all  employees  to 
take  a 10  percent  or  20  percent  cut  in 
wages  through  the  summer.  Meetings 
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were  held  between  administration  and 
faculty  members,  but  according  to  both 
Gunewardena  and  Mar,  they  were  not 
fruitful.  Several  employees,  including 
Mar,  decided  to  seek  out  Reuben  Gar- 
cia, a union  organizer  for  Service 
Employees  International  (SEIU)  Local 
790.  According  to  Mar,  the  administra- 
tion then  tried  several  tactics  to  impede 
the  union’s  progress. 

"[The  New  College  administration] 
wanted  to  be  pro-union,  but  they  felt 
hurt,"  Gunewardena  said. 

But  while  Gabel  asserts  that  there  was 
absolutely  no  foot-dragging  on  his  part, 
he  does  concede  to  a certain  evolution  in 
his  thinking. 

"New  College  emerged  from  the 
idealism  of  the  60’s,"  he  said  "We  were 
not  into  being  divided  up  into  roles  such 
as  management  and  employee.  I was  still 
thinking  like  it  was  1976,  but  now  we’re 
all  aware  we  are  going  through  a transi- 
tion in  society  and  at  New  College.  The 
old  paradigm  is  not  working  well 
anymore.  I have  to  admit  that  I was  afraid 
that  the  Utopian  vision  might  be  put  in 
jeopardy...  But  now  I’m  excited  about  the 
potential  for  developing  new  models  of 
how  unions  can  advance  progressive 
agendas.  I’m  thinking  about  how  New 
College  can  fit  into  the  union  movement 
nationally." 

Union  organizer  Garcia  is  optimistic 
about  his  chances  of  reaching  a fair  set- 
tlement, and  he’s  been  impressed  with 
the  staffs  gumption. 

"They  came  to  us  and  that’s  not  so 


common,"  he  said. 

He  stressed  that  although  a clear 
majority  wants  to  unionize,  a strong 
minority  remains  loyal  to  the  administra- 
tion. 

"It  used  to  seem  to  us  that  nonprofits 
would  be  different  [New  College  has 
nonprofit  organization  status],  but 
usually  they  behave  just  like  a for-profit 
company.  New  College  was  different.  We 
asked  for  a card-check  [a  method  for 
determining  worker  preference  for  the 
union]  and  they  agreed." 

The  union  and  the  administration 
held  a joint  reception  recently,  one  sup- 
plying the  food,  the  other  the  cham- 
pagne. Garcia  sees  another  reason  for  the 
warm  relations. 

"[The  administration  members]  think 
a union  contract  could  help  attract  stu- 
dents to  the  college." 

With  all  the  animosity  that’s  been 
swirling  around  New  College  lately,  Gar- 
cia advises  his  new  members  to  focus  on 
a workable  relationship  with  the  ad- 
ministration - one  that  will  not  allow  for 
such  inconsistency  in  the  future. 

For  her  part,  Gunewardena  is  also 
thinking  about  the  future.  "In  some  ways 
[the  administration’s]  fears  are  justified," 
she  said.  "They  would  like  to  keep  things 
just  as  fluid,  with  as  little  structure  as 
possible....  But  that’s  going  to  change. 
New  College  is  still  a great  place.  Stu- 
dents get  an  education  they  couldn’t  get 
anywhere  else.  We  need  a public-interest 
law  school.  We  need  50  of  them." 


Meanwhile  on  Bryant  Street 


An  example  of  a nonprofit  agency 
taking  a very  different  attitude  is  the 
city’s  Family  Service  Agency,  which  runs 
the  Family  Development  Center,  a day 
care  center  serving  children  from  low-in- 
come families  in  the  heart  of  the  Mission. 
Spanish-speaking  child  care  workers 
claim  they  have  endured  years  of  harass- 
ment and  threats  from  their  supervisors 
because  they  speak  Spanish  on  the  job. 
Family  Service  Agency  officials  say  there 
is  no  English-only  policy  at  the  center, 
which  is  located  at  Bryant  and  26th 
Streets.  Eighty  percent  of  the  center’s 
children  and  most  of  its  front-line  child 
care  workers  are  Latino. 

Enter  Reuben  Garcia,  who  after  pick- 
ing up  the  endorsement  of  a vast  majority 
of  the  workers,  failed  to  get  recognized  by 
the  agency.  Garcia  referred  the  workers 
to  La  Raza  Centro  Legal,  a public-inter- 
est law  firm  specializing  in  Latino  issues, 
and  La  Raza  promptly  filed  a formal 
complaint  with  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission of  San  Francisco.  Meanwhile, 


Garcia  has  filed  a petition  with  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board  to  set  the 
date  for  an  official  staff  election. 

"Back  in  July,  a meeting  was  held  with 
staff  and  parents  where  Program  Direc- 
tor Judith  Lewis  asserted  that  she  didn’t 
like  workers  speaking  Spanish  for  fear 
they  were  talking  about  her,"  Garcia  said. 
"I  think  this  is  a good  example  of  how 
management  shows  a lack  of  respect  for 
their  workers." 

By  openly  promoting  attitudes  like 
these,  Garcia  believes  that  management 
is  also  inflaming  racial  tensions,  since 
most  of  the  non-Latino  staff  members 
are  African-American. 

Recently,  management  sent  a letter 
to  parents  explaining  how  they  were 
going  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  monolin- 
gual Spanish-speaking  parents.  "But  the 
letter  was  written  only  in  English,  and  at 
this  predominantly  Latino  facility,  not  a 
single  manager  is  Latino, " Garcia  mar- 
veled. 
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FRIDAY 

Post-Halloween,  Pre-Election  FRIGHT  NIGHT!  • 
Demopublican  and  Repocratic  conventions  in 
San  Diego  & Chicago  deconstructed  by  vidiots 
at  ATA,  992  Valencia.  8 PM.  $5,  824-3890 
Goodness  - Reading  and  discussion  of  Martha 
Roth's  new  novel  about  women  with  breast  can- 
cer Ms  Roth  is  co-editor  of  Transforming  a 
Rape  Culture.  Glen  Park  Books,  2788  Diamond, 
586-3 733 

Quincearios  - For  Encuentro  del  Canto  Popu- 
lar in  a two  night  celebration  at  the  Great  Amen- 
can  Music  Hall,  859  O'Farrell.  Local  perform- 
ers, also  groups  from  Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba. 
Further  information  and  advance  tickets  from 
Round  World  Records  (255-  841 1)  and  Galena 
de  la  Raza  (826-8009) 


Santa  Paws  - Have  your  dog,  cat  or  alligator's 
photograph  taken  with  Santa  in  the  fourth  an- 
nual SPCA  benefit.  Pets  must  be  people- 
friendly  no  political  candidates1 ...  if  you  don't 
have  a pet  adopt  one  and  the  photo  is  free, 
otherwise  $10,  two  photos  for  $15.  243  Ala- 
bama at  16th,  10  AM  to  4 PM  (also  3rd) 

San  Francisco  Book  Festival  - Huge, 
crowded,  incredibly  cheap  convention  today  and 
Sunday,  see  and  hear  Alice  Walker,  Gary 
Snyder,  Kareem  Abdul-Jabbar  and  many  oth- 
ers snarf  up  lotsa  free  stuff  $2  per  day,  all 
day  10-6,  at  the  Concourse,  8th  and  Brannan 


( 


SATURDAY 

Student  Dentists  • Will  screen  your  teeth  for 
oral  cancer  and  give  free  advice  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  Pacific  School  of  Dentistry,  2155 
Webster  at  Sacramento  from  9 AM  to  2 PM 
(Faculty  members  will  supervise.)  929-6501 

Early  Bird  Prenatal  Care  - Free  seminar  on 
pregnancy,  exercise  and  nutrition  for  those  with 
a bun  (or  pan  dulce)  in  the  oven  at  St  Luke's 
Hospital,  10  AM  to  noon  Pre-registration  re- 
quired, call  821 -DOCS. 


SUNDAY 

Cure  Breast  Cancer  - By  falling  off  a cliff  or 
just  attend  the  many  events  offered  by  Mission 
Cliffs  in  a day  long  rock  climbing  fund  raiser  for 
research  2295  Harrison  at  19th,  550-0515. 
Calligraphy  Workshop  - Leam  to  wnte  like  a 
Benedictine  at  the  first  of  three  workshops  given 
by  Arun  Bhojani,  surprise  and  baffle  recipients 
of  your  holiday  cards.  Full  day  10  AM  to  5 PM 
workshop  for  only  $20  at  IDEX,  827  Valencia 
P re- registration  required,  call  824-8384 


TUESDAY 

Dolores  Park  Homeopathy  • Discussion  on 
homeopathic  treatment  of  AIDS,  chronic  fatigue 
and  other  disorders.  Call  565-0979  for  info. 
States  of  the  Arts  - Mark  States  and  Lee  Will- 
iams read  in  the  final  1996  installment  of  the 
3300  Club  series...  free  admission,  complimen- 
tary food,  open  mike  follows.  3300  Mission  at 
29th,  7 PM,  333-3494. 

Aromatherapy  for  Politicos  - Tired  of  holding 
your  nose  and  watching  your  step  when  walk- 
ing Mission  streets?  Urine-vited  to  an  aptly 
timed  protest  against  booze  induced  street 
poop,  billed  as  an  'informal  dedication  of  the 
Orange  Street  Public  Toilet'  See  what  you  can 
contribute  to  social  change  Orange  & 24th, 
near  Valencia.  Info:  641  -0424  ^ 


o 


MONDAY 

Altarations  - A six  week  altar  making  work- 
shop tor  Latino  gay  and  bisexual  men  under  25 
is  one  of  many  events  sponsored  by  Proyecto 
ContraSIDA  por  Vida  (PCPV).  Support  groups, 
writing  workshops,  Karate,  fashion  and  celebra- 
tions also  planned  call  864-7278 


WEDNESDAY 

Viva  la  Vida  - Benefit  for  Cityvisions  (channel 
53)  community  alternative  to  the  Real  (MTV) 
World.  Meet  the  cast  and  crew  for  $5,  you  get 
your  money  back  if  they  spit  on  you  ATA,  992 
Valencia,  8 PM,  $5,  824-3890. 

Chicks  with  Dicks  - Dildo  workshop  with  Karlyn 
Lotney  at  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia  8 
PM,  $20,  pre-register  at  974-8980,  women  only 
but  pre-reattachment  Bobbits  should  call  to 
plead  their  case 
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THURSDAY 

Gator’s  Got  Yer  Granny?  - Help  animals  and 
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IMBM  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  • PRINTING 

ph;<4i5»  «6.67<>o 
a encia  SI.,  SF  Fx:  (415)  826-6701 

^JPECIAL  OFFER  WIIH  THIS  AD:  Buy  500  Business  Cards.  Get  1000! 
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learn  to  confront  difficult  situations  by  volun- 
teering to  socialize  a cat,  walk  a dog  or.  at  the 
SPCA  Call  554-3087. 

Sweaters  - Seminar  on  exercise...  stretching, 
hydration  etc.  that’ll  give  you  the  body  to  wear 
those  tight,  spandex  suits  and  look  cool  at  St. 
Luke's,  10  AM.  Free,  but  pre- registration  re- 
quired ...  call  821 -DOCS 

Brides  of  the  Moon  - “See  the  dark  future 
through  the  hilarious  lens  of  the  present  as  The 
Five  Lesbian  Brothers  imagine  the  best  and 
the  worst  of  what  might  come  to  pass."  A sort 
of  Whore  of  Babylon-5,  this...  at  Theatre  Rhi- 
noceros, 2926  16th  through  December  15th. 
$12-$25,  call  861-5079  for  times  and  revela- 
tions.. er,  reservations.  ^ 
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FRIDAY 


Photonovela  - Mission  artists'  multimedia  with 
puppeteers,  poets,  photgraphers  and  the  re- 
cently published  photonovela  on  AIDS  Mi  Vida 
tambien  vale  at  ATA,  992  Valencia.  8 PM,  $5, 
824-3890 

En  Plein  Air  - Opening  reception  for  Joe  Bender 
at  Carmichael  Gallery,  3491  19th  Street.  7 PM, 
Free,  641-8042. 


SATURDAY 

Sonic  Outlaws  - Craig  Baldwin  covers 
Negativland’s  legal  struggle  with  “arena-rock  di- 
.nosaurs  U2"  in  a benefit  screening  at  ATA,  992 
Valencia.  8 30  PM,  824-3890  One  press  re- 
lease says  $5,  another  says  $10.  Go  figure! 
Hard  Livers  - May  be  contracting  diabetes  if 
you  are  older,  overweight,  don't  exercise  much 
and  go  to  the  bathroom  a lot  you  may  benefit 
from  a free  exam  given  at  St.  Lukes,  3555  Cesar 
Chavez,  10  AM -3  PM  (641-6826). 

Lullaby  unter  der  Linden  - Brahms  and 
Wagner  performed  by  the  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra  at  First  Congregational 
Church,  495  Post  (at  Mason).  8 PM  $5  647- 
6015. 

Rare  Fruit  Society  - Paul  Popenoe  presents 
the  Feijoa..  maybe  he'll  bring  a few  to  this 
Mission  Center,  1855  Folsom,  Rm#125, 1 PM 
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SUNDAY 

49ers  Until  There's  a Cure  Day  - Shanti  tail- 
gate party  brunch  benefit,  starting  10:30  AM, 
Cowboy  stomping  follows.  Call  864-  2273  for 
details. 

Mission  Bicycle  Workparty  - Hear  speakers 
and  survey  bike  party  options  at  16th  and  Mis- 
sion, 10:30  AM  to  3 PM  For  information  call 
431 -BIKE. 
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TUESDAY 


Pay  Attention  to  the  Children  - Reading,  dis- 
cussion on  teaching  techniques  of  Sydney 
Gurewitz  Clemens  by  Sylvia  Ashton-  Warner 
Modem  Times.  888  Valencia,  7:30  PM  282-9246 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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WEDNESDAY 


We  Came  to  Play  ■ Writings  on  basketball  by 
Q R Hand  and  John  Ross  reading  at  Modern 
Times,  888  Valencia  7:30  PM,  free  (but  $69  95 
if  you’re  Rony  Seikaly) 
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THURSDAY 

Mean  and  Meaner  Streets  - 

at  Que  Tal  Cafe,  1005  Guerrero  at  22nd.  7 
PM,  $5  to  benefit  the  Jamestown  Community 
Center,  647-4709 
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FRIDAY 

Hoist!  - Dance  that  will  pull  you  up  directed  by 
Jo  Kreiter  with  original  music  by  Pamela  Z at 
Brady  Center,  60  Brady  between  Market  and 
Otis.  $12  through  24th,  call  558-9355  for  times, 
info  and  reservations 


Teen  Riot!  - Film  and  video  by  high  school 
students  “from  the  potty-mouthed  to  the  poetic" 
at  ATA,  992  Valencia.  8 PM,  $5,  824-3990. 

16 

SATURDAY 

Society  of  the  Spectacle  - Guy  Debord  may 
have  blown  his  mind  out  in  a car  but  his 
situationist  swan  song  lumbers  on  at  ATA,  992 
Valencia.  “Seminal  post-modern  polemic"  (is 
there  such  a thing  as  ovanan  post-modern  po- 
lemic?) starts  at  8:30  PM,  $5,  824-3890 
Nachito:  50  Ahos  En-Cantandonos  - Las 
Bodas  de  Oro  de  don  Ignacio  ’Nachito*  Reyes, 
pure  cancion  romantico  y ademas,  DJ  Zapata 
Vive,  celebrando  el  aniversario  86  de  la 
Revolucion  Mexicana  en  el  362  Capp  St.  Cen- 
ter, 9 PM.  Donation  $5-20,  550-1101. 
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SUNDAY 

Century  of  Cinema  - Theatrical  premiere  of 
the  BFI  television  production  of  documentaries 
from  around  the  world.  Godard  does  France, 
Scorses  does  the  US,  Frears  does  England 
and  Ireland  and  so  forth  at  the  Roxie,  3125 
16th  at  Valencia  (different  address  from  the  Sex 
Toys  show  Friday  but  you’ll  find  it). 

Perserverance  Furthers  - Common  Sense 
Composers  present  "Opus  415,  No.  2",  a Bay 
Area  New  Music  Marathon  with  classical  gas- 
sers  ranging  from  American  Baroque  to  Pamela 
Z,  including  the  interesting  Circular  Firing  Squad 
in  a seven  hour  marathon  beginning  3 PM  at 
ODC,  3153 17th  Street.  $10,  285-8680 


TUESDAY 

Shanti  Awards  Dinner  - The  eighth  annual 
benefit  hononng  "people  who  have  helped  light 


the  way  for  the  future  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS 
at  the  Embarcadero  Center  Hyatt.  Tickets  are 
$150,  call  864-2273 


WEDNESDAY 

Parrot  in  the  Oven  - National  book  award  nomi- 
nee Vic  Martinez  reads  with  Peter  Plate  (Snitch 
Factory)  at  Modem  Times.  888  Valencia.  7:30 
PM.  282-9246. 

Soy  Cubano  - Film  and  vegan  dinner  (with 
soybeans  prepared  Havana  style)  at  New  Col- 
lege, 766  Valencia  6 PM,  $5-15,  339-8140. 
Gaseo  mariana! 


THURSDAY 


Our  Sincere  Regrets  - New  music  by  Thom 
Blum,  Erling  Wold  and  Laurie  Amat  at  ODC, 
3153  17th  Street.  8:30  PM,  $12,  863-9834 


Sons  of  Darkness  Book  Party  - Pete  Wilson 
sends  his  regrets,  but  gay  male  vampire 
eroticists  flap  into  Good  Vibrations  a bit  late  for 
Halloween  but  the  undead  have  no  sense  of 
time.  1210  Valencia,  8 PM,  free,  974-8980 


Thirty  Three  Years  Ago  - Lee  Harvey  Oswald, 
with  or  without  help,  leaned  out  a Dallas  win- 
dow and  shot  America  into  a tailspin  from  which 
it  has  never  recovered.  Have  a nice  day1 


Confess  - Not  to  Dallas,  but  to  submit  visual 
arts  to  a Southern  Exposure  exhibition  If  you’ve 
done  artwork  that  is  Confessional  in  nature, 
call  863-2141 . You  might  hang  in  a museum! 
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SATURDAY 

Shaping  San  Francisco  - Benefit  for  a CD- 
ROM  in  progress  by  Chris  Carlsson,  formerly 
of  Processed  World , engaging  San  Francisco's 
“suppressed  history".  Free  sourdough  and  sar- 
saparilla at  ATA,  992  Valencia,  8:30  PM,  $5, 
824-3890 


MONDAY 


Monday  Night  Marsh  - Carrie  Kartman, 
Menard/Mark  Morey,  Tom  Scanlon  and  Teresa 
Strasser  do  their  November  stuff  at  1062 
Valencia.  8:30  PM,  $6,  826-5750 


WEDNESDAY 

September  Songs  - Documentary  based  on 
the  exquisite  soundtrack  album  of  Hal  Winner's 
tribute  to  Kurt  Weill  features  Elvis  Costello,  Wil- 
liam S Burroughs  and  Lou  Reed’s  sly  version 
of  the  title  track  At  the  Roxie,  16th  and 
Valencia,  five  shows  (also  28th)  $4-6, 863-1087 


Cyber  Bazaar 


your  one  stop  service  center 

.Computer  Time  Rental 
* Internet  Access 
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SATURDAY 

Eye  of  the  Third  Reich  - Jurgen  Stumpfhaus’ 
video  essay  details  “the  alliances,  mtngues  and 
in-fighting"  in  Hitler’s  inner  circle  . “damn 
pantywaists1"  Plus  a biodoc  of  renegade  direc- 
tor Sam  Fuller  at  ATA,  992  Valencia  8 30  PM, 
$5,  824-3890. 

Ride  the  Mexican  Bus  - and  view  Mission  Mu- 
rals courtesy  of  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center.  Pick 
up  at  Third  and  Mission  in  front  of  MOMA,  $15, 
call  285-2287  for  reservations 


ONGOING 

Mission  Library  - Programs  for  children...  sto- 
ries, movies  and  crafts  at  3359  24th,  659-5090, 

The  Book  of  Jabbo  - Sold  and  signed  by 
Mondo  Jud  Hart  weekends  through  November 
at  2121  Bryant,  647-9504 

Prickly  Pears  - Nevada  desperation  circa  1950, 
long  before  Stephen  King  in  the  premiere  of 
Sharon  Beatty’s  play  directed  by  Ellen  Chang 


at  Brava1,  2789  24th  at  York,  Nov  6th  through 
December  1st.  $12-16,  647-BTCC. 

Tuesday  Night  Readings  - At  Intersection,  446 
Valencia  November  readers  include  Beth  Usick 
and  Jeff  McDaniel  (5th).  Ginu  Kamani  and  Allan 
deSouza  (12th)  and  Luke  Trent  (19th)  8 PM, 
$3-5,  626-  ARTS 

Standing  in  the  Level  of  Dreams  • Dance  by 
Gail  Chodera,  Randee  Paufve  and  Rebecca 
Salzer  at  Footwork,  3221  22nd.  Nov  1 through 
17th,  824-5044 

The  Investigation  - Holocaust  drama  by  Peter 
Weiss  all  month  at  SOMAR  Theatre,  934 
Brannan  at  8th  Street,  487-5122 

Lullaby  - Exhibition  by  Robert  Ortbal  at  Four 
Walls  Gallery,  3160-A  16th  at  Albion  through 
the  16th  (626-8515). 

Monday  Game  Night  - Every  Wednesday  at 
Muddy’s  Coffeehouse,  1304  Valencia  off  24th 
7:30  PM,  free,  679-3680 

Beat  Culture  • Exhibition  continues  at  the  De 
Young  Museum  through  the  rest  of  the  year 
See  paintings  by  Dennis  “Don’t  look  at  me1" 
Hopper,  onginal  manuscripts  of  On  the  Road, 
howl.  Naked  Lunch  Wear  Nikes,  fall  into  the 
Gap  It’s  a museum 


DAY  OF  THE  DEAD 


Every  November  in  Mexico  and  parts  of  other  republics  of  the  Americas,  the  door 
between  world  and  Otherworld  is  opened;  dead  souls  are  permitted  one  day's  respite 
to  visit  their  friends  and  their  families.  On  November  second,  the  armies  of  Mictlan 
arrive,  to  be  toasted  and  feted  with  those  comforts  they  enjoyed  in  life.  In  the  Mission 
a procession  of  Calaveras  (skulls)  takes  place  on  24th  Street;  festivals,  performances 
and  exhibitions  on  the  theme  of  death  take  place. 

An  All-Souls  (Friday,  Nov.  1)  reception  at  Mission  Cultural  Center.  Mission  and 
24th,  opens  an  exhibit  of  Traditional  Mexican  Altars,  curated  by  Hermmia  Albarran, 
Youth  Altars,  curated  by  Juan  Carlos  Cudllar  and  Rene  Y dhez’  renowned  Rooms  for 
the  Dead  4-6  PM,  followed  by  multimedia  from  Latin  American  Mission  Artist 
Recognition  Video.  821-1155  for  further  information. 

Also  on  November  1 st.  from  6 to  8 PM,  there  will  be  an  opening  reception  for  the 
month  long  exhibition  Spirit  Altars,  created" by  Mission  H igh  School  Art  students,  and 
hosted  by  Adobe  Book  Shop,  at  316616th  St. 

This  Saturday,  the  Procession  begins  at  6 PM  from  the  comer  of  24th  and  Bryant... 
participants  are  asked  to  wear  dark  clothing  and.  at  a reception  at  New  College,  766 
Valencia,  3-5  PM,  volunteers  will  be  on  hand  to  paint  your  face. 

Later  that  evening  Balazo  Gallery,  281 1 Missionat24th.holdsareception  forover 
forty  artists  exhibiting  at  their  “Haunted  by  The  Spirits  of  Old  San  Francisco  Show  . 
Jesus  Angel  Perez,  Mark  Cumming,  Scott  Williams,  Crui/in  Coyote.  Mondo  Jud 
Hart,  Alma  Munoz  and  Francisco  Carrasco  are  among  the  Mission  exhibitors.  S10 
includes  food,  drink  and  poetry  (920-0897  for  info). 

Or,  try  the  PrccitaEyes  Mural  Center  fund  raiseron  Balmy  Alley  off  24th  between 
Folsom  and  Harrison.  For  a minimum  S20  donation  you  can  meet  muralists  and 
examine  merchandise.  Precita  Eyes  also  sponsors  a Children  s HIV  Mural  Dedica- 
tion Saturday,  1 to  3 PM  in  collaboration  with  the  HOPE  Project,  which  can  be 
contacted  at  863-3762.  Precita  Eyes  is  at  285-2287. 

Galena  de  la  Raza.  24th  and  Bryant,  holds  a pre-Procession  exhibit  reception  for 
the  show  Origenes/On  gins  curated  by  BeaCarillo  Hocker.  And,  at9:30  PM,  the  Bade 
de  los  Muertos  begins  at  Mission  Cultural  Center. 

Finally,  on  the  day  after,  The  Growing  Stage  children’s  theater  holds  a Day  of  the 
Dead  performance  featunng  Mascaritas  Puppet  Theater  at  1 1 AM  at  the  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia.  Tickets  are  $4-6, 641-0235. 

“And  when  our  tragedy  occurs  - the  deepest  and  most  irreparably  atrocious 
tragedy,"  muralist  Diego  Rivera  is  quoted  in  the  Balazo  program  notes,  “we  receive 
it  with  marvelous  floral  decorations,  accompany  it  with  music  and  song,  and  then  in 
the  splendour  of  a great  fire  we  dance,  eat,  and  drink  our  grief  for  the  end  of 
irreplaceable  love.” 


FRIDA'S 
PIZZA 

2823  MISSION  ST. 
ORDERS:  920-0899 


PASTA  AND  PRAWNS: 


FRESH  ROCK  PRAWNS.  SAUTEED 
WITH  GARUC  AND  ONON  WITH 
TOMATO-BASIL  MAR1NARA  SAUCE. 
VEGATABLES  AM)  PASTA.  $5  SO 


THREE  TOPPING 

20  INCH  DIAMETER 

<MASSIVE> 

PIZZA:$9.99“ 


COUPON 
£XP  12/1 
I 


PESTO  PIZZAS  WITH  SPINACH.  | 
BASIL,  ONIONS.  AM)  PANELA 
CHEESE  LASAGNA  CHlCKENl 
AM)  EGGPLANT  PARMAGIANAl 
SALADS  AM)  DAILY  SPECIALSf 
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Confusion  Reigns  In  . 
Projects’  Reconstruction 


by  Brian  Doohan 

The  October  New  Mission  News 
featured  a story  on  the  Bernal  Dwellings 
tenant  relocation,  its  demolition,  and  its 
rebuilding  under  the  Federal  Hope  VI 
statutes.  It  quoted  Housing  Authority 
spokesperson  Ron  Sonenshine  dismiss- 
ing the  prospect  of  an  early  inclusion  of 
the  North  Beach  projects  in  the  program 
impacting  relocation.  But  on  Oct.  7, 
HUD  announced  that  the  projects,  which 
are  located  adjacent  to  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  will  be  demolished  and  rebuilt, 
and  that  relocation  will  begin  early  next 
year. 

"Shows  what  I know,"  was 
Sonenshine’s  first,  candid  admission. 

However,  despite  the  serious  housing 
shortage  in  San  Francisco,  which  has 
caused  desperation  for  low-income,  Sec- 
tion 8,  and  public-housing  tenants, 
Sonenshine  remains  optimistic  that  the 
Bernal  Dwellings  relocations  will  be  con- 
cluded by  the  end  of  the  year,  avoiding 
the  bane  of  neighbors  and  remaining 
tenants...  a largely  uninhabited  ghost 
town  vulnerable  to  criminal  predators. 

He  attributed  the  advancing  date  of 
the  North  Beach  demolitions  to  "Art 
Agnos’s  timetable."  (Agnos,  the  former 
mayor,  is  HUD  Administrator  for  the 
Pacific  Coast.) 

The  Housing  Authority’s  policy  has 
been  to  provide  displaced  tenants  with 
apartments  either  in  other  complexes  or 
Section  8 subsidies.  In  the  instance  of 
Hayes  Valley,  the  first  of  four  Hope  VI 
undertakings  (Bernal  Dwellings  and 
Plaza  East  in  the  Western  Addition  are 
contiguous  with  North  Beach  following), 
about  a third  of  the  tenants  left  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

"The  absolute  truth  is  that  rentals  in 
San  Francisco  are  drying  up  like  a desert 
floor,"  Sonenshine  said.  "Section  8 cer- 
t ideates  do  have  portability ; that's  the 
beauty  of  them." 


However,  New  Bay  View  columnist 
Marie  Harrison  responded  to  the  in- 
sinuation that  predominantly  minority 
public-housing  tenants  wanted  to  leave 
the  city  "like  we  wanted  to  be  slaves."  The 
Bay  View  has  reported  on  public-housing 
tenants  who  have  been  put  on  a merry- 
go-round  from  Geneva  Towers  to  Bernal 
Dwellings,  who  have  been  uprooted 
again.  She  also  fears  that  the  Housing 
Authority’s  "one  strike"  policy,  which 
evicts  whole  families  for  the  misconduct 
of  any  member,  is  a creative  way  of 
manufacturing  vacancies. 

"Families  evicted  from  one  building 
are  taken  in  by  relatives  in  other  build- 
ings who  then  are  at  risk  of  eviction,"  said 
Harrison,  who  considers  Sonenshine’s 
optimistic  forecast  "baloney." 

Asked  whether  some  might  consider 
the  city  to  have  an  agenda  of  using  one- 
strike  provisions  to  empty  out  its  build- 
ings, the  Housing  Authority 
spokesperson  grew  quite  unspokesper- 
sonlike. "You  couldn’t  print  my  response 
to  that!"  he  replied. 

Also  unprintable  were  the  remarks  of 
Housing  Authority  tenants  who  arrived 
during  the  first  rains  of  the  season,  on 
October  18th,  to  find  that  the  Housing 
Commission  meeting  had  been  canceled. 
"I  already  paid  for  three  hours  of  child 
care.  What  do  I do  now?"  was  one  of  the 
more  reasonable  remarks  heard  in  the 
Housing  Authority  lobby  on  Turk  Street. 

Many  returned  for  the  October  24th 
meeting  on  one-strike  evictions,  also 
held  while  rain  pounded  down  — only  to 
sit  in  the  commission  room  waiting  for  a 
quorum  to  show  up.  After  45  minutes, 
this  reporter  had  to  leave  without  hear- 
ing a word  of  testimony,  although  there 
were  plenty  of  unsolicited,  unofficial 
comments.  "Don’t  you  know  they’re 
trying  to  push  us  all  out?"  said  one  tenant, 
an  African  American,  to  a friend,  who 
replied,  "Not  if  we  fight!"  Another  la- 
mented, "They’re  taking  back  everything 


they  ever  gave  us." 

"These  people  do  what  they  want," 
said  another  tenant.  "That’s  why  they’re 
in  the  mess  they’re  in." 

Apparently,  one  solution  to  racial 
hostility  would  be  to  put  everyone  under 
the  thumb  of  the  Housing  Authority, 
thus  providing  a common  adversary. 

Sonenshine  remains  upbeat.  "By  the 
time  we  get  ready  to  sit  down  and  deal 
with  North  Beach,"  he  predicts, 
"everyone  from  Bernal  will  be  in  a new 
home."  But  with  so  many  demolitions  on 


the  fast  track  while  prospects  for 
reconstruction  seem  as  distant  as  ever,  it 
may  be  appropriate  to  wonder  whether 
the  Housing  Authority’s  policy  is  one  of 
premature  evacuation. 

Meanwhile,  San  Francisco  Police 
Homicide  officers  report  that  they  are 
still  investigating  the  execution  style  rob- 
bery-murder of  merchant  Ibrihim 
Habash  by  assailants  who  allegedly  es- 
caped through  Bernal  Dwellings;  neigh- 
bors are  understandably  anxious  for 
results. 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 

Libros  en  Espanol 


Hours: 

M-S  10am-8pm 
Sun  lOam-Spm 
VISA/MC 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WEtCOME] 

10%  off  selected  categories 


HAPPY  HOUR  , 

'everyda-4  7 Pm 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


E: 


3160  16th  street.| 
415.861.259 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  ® 7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nigtits 
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And  bring  fairness  to  an  unfair  system. 


YES°"& 


Protect  our 
Retirement 
System 


Right  now,  two  San  Francisco  Police  officers  work  side-by-side,  doing  the  same  job. 
Yet  the  one  who  joined  the  force  in  1977  will  receive  a lower  retirement  rate  than  the 
other,  who  joined  in  1975. 

That’s  because  retirement  benefits  haven’t  changed  in  20  years. 

Last  year,  we  approved  Charter  reform  that  makes  sense  and  ends  some  of  the 
outdated  provisions  that  make  us  go  back  to  the  ballot  time  and  again,  even  for 
v ' minor  changes. 

Prop  E will  enable  police,  fire  and  municipal  employees  to  negotiate  their  retirement  benefits.  Pure  and 
simple.  That’s  what  it  does. 

This  means  that  officers  who  have  been  seriously  injured  in  the  line  of  duty  will  have  the  chance  to  retire  at 
a decent  salary,  allowing  vacancies  to  be  filled  with  new  personnel  — and  putting  every  able-bodied  officer 
out  on  the  street.  W eneed  this. 


To  help  you  decide  which  side  of  Prop  E you  should  be  on, 
take  a look  at  the  "Who's  Who"  on  both  sides  of  Prop  E: 


Here's  who  is  FOR  Prop  E: 


San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 
Affordable  I lousing  Alliance 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Lesbian  & Gay 
Democratic  Club 
Asian  Pacific  Democratic  Club 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  Democratic  Club 
Harvey  Milk  L/G/B  Democratic  Club 
Latino  Democratic  Club 
Mexican  American  Political  Association 
National  Organization  for  Women/SF 
Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Arts  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Central  Labor  Council 
San  Francisco  Firefighters 
San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association 

Tenants  Network 
Richmond  Democratic  Club 
District  8 Democratic  Club 
Black  Leadership  Forum 


Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown.  Jr. 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
Assemblymember  John  Burton 
Assemblymember  Carole  Migden 
Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Kevin  Shelley 
Supervisor  Angela  Alioto 
Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
Supervisor  Amos  Brown 
Supervisor  Leslie  Katz 
Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki 


Here's  who  is  AGAINST  Prop  E; 


San  Francisco  Republican  Party 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Committee  on  Jobs* 


"The  Committee  on  Jobs  is  comprised  of  the 
Chief  Executive  Officers  of  San  Francisco’s 
biggest  corporations,  including  Bank  of 
America,  Bechtel  Group,  Inc.,  The  Shorenstein 
Company,  Montgomery  Securities  and  The  Gap. 
The  Committee  on  Jobs  has  said  they  will  spend 
$500,000  to  defeat  Prop  E. 


on  E.  a Controlled  Committee  ot  the  San  Francisco  Police  Officers  Association  • 510  Seventh  Street  • San  Francisco  94103 
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BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  scmwinn 

NISHIK1 

TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


i/a  / aa/sj/a  CYCL£ffy HOURS 10  6 mon'sat 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-  4 Sunday 


Invest  in  the  future 
of  San  Francisco. 


Hire  a youth  today 

Jobs  for  Youth  is  a year-round  youth  employment  program 

DEDICATED  TO  PREPARING  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  YOUNG  PEOPLE  FOR 
GOOD  JOBS  AND  GOOD  CAREERS  BY  PROVIDING  THEM  WITH  EARLY 
EXPOSURE  TO  THE  WORLD  OF  WORK.  HUNDREDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
EMPLOYERS  ARE  USING  THE  JOBS  FOR  YOUTH  PROGRAM  TO 
RECRUIT  QUALIFIED,  PRE-SCREENED  YOUTH  FOR  ENTRY-LEVEL  POSI- 
TIONS AND  WORK-EXPERIENCE  PROGRAMS.  ALREADY  THIS  YEAR, 

Jobs  for  Youth  has  placed  nearly  1085  San  Francisco 

YOUTH— INCLUDING  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENT  PICTURED  HERE- 
IN JOBS  AND  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAMS  ALL  OVER  THE  CITY. 

There  are  still  many  talented  high  school  and  college-aged 
YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULTS  PREPARED  TO  WORK  IN  FULL-TIME, 
PART-TIME,  TEMPORARY  OR  YEAR-ROUND  POSITIONS.  WON’T  YOU 
MAKE  AN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S 
YOUTH — AND  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO — BY  HIRING  A 
YOUNG  PERSON  TODAY? 


“Working  with  law  this  summer  has  helped  me  learn  what 
I want  to  do  in  the  future,"  says  Laura  Carnero,  senior  at 
J.  Eugene  McAteer  High  School.  "It  has  inspired  me.  I'd  like 
to  be  a corporate  attorney  and  now  I know  what  to  expect  in  the 
future.  This  job  has  also  helped  me  improve  my  computer  and 
typing  skills  and  I've  enjoyed  working  with  people  and  feeling 
part  of  a company." 


How  to  Help? 

Call  (41 5)  861-JOBS. 

When  you  call  (415)  861 -JOBS you  trill  he  connected  to  an 
experienced  employment  professional  who  trill  take  your 
job  order  and  refer  to  wn  only  those  candidates  qualified 
to  meet  your  specific  needs 


Jobs  for  Youth. 

An  Investment 
That  Works 


Committee  on  JOBS  is  proud  to  he  a sjxmsor  of  fohs  for  Youth  along  with  KPIX  5 Telerision, 

KPIX  95. 7 I'M  Radio,  Office  of  the  Mayor.  Prirale  Indnsliy  Council  of  San  Francisco.  Inc  . 

San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce.  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District.  San  Francisco 
Youth  Employment  Coalition,  Small  Business  Network,  California  Employment  Development 
Department,  City  College  of  San  Francisco.  San  Francisco  Business  Times  and  The  PBN  Company 
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Jamestown  Thrives 


For  over  20  years  the  Jamestown 
Community  Center,  located  at  3531 22nd 
Street,  has  provided  learning  oppor- 
tunities and  a safe  environment  for 
neighborhood  youth  while  staying  com- 
mitted to  its  vision  of  a whole  neighbor- 
hood coming  together  to  help  raise  its 
children.  This  philosophy  was  put  into 
practice  in  1989  when,  threatened  with 
the  centers  closing,  a group  of  neighbors 
got  together  to  keep  programs  alive  by 
organizing  sports  teams,  camping  trips, 
and  parties.  In  1994,  the  neighbors  were 
granted  funds  to  reestablish  Jamestowns 
core  programs  and  to  build  on  its  neigh- 
borhood base.  Today,  Jamestown 
provides  a range  of  educational,  recrea- 
tional, and  health  care  services  to  over 
400  young  people  and  their  families  in 
the  West  Mission/East  Noe  Valley  neigh- 
borhood. 

Jamestown’s  newest  program,  the 
Learning  Club,  serves  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  graders  at  Edison  Elementary 


School,  located  at  Dolores  and  22nd 
Streets.  Learning  Club  participants 
spend  their  after-school  time  learning 
about  art,  journalism,  dance,  and  science, 
while  strengthening  their  skills  in  read- 
ing and  writing.  At  the  end  of  each  ses- 
sion each  club  will  share  a final 
presentation  or  project  with  parents, 
teachers,  friends,  and  neighbors. 

Each  season,  Jamestown  sponsors 
three  sports  teams.  Neighborhood  resi- 
dents volunteer  as  coaches.  In  addition, 
there’s  a one-on-one  tutoring  program 
that  matches  youth  with  neighborhood 
volunteers.  Finally,  the  Action  Program 
provides  middle  school  youth  with  the 
opportunity  to  explore  the  world  of 
theater.  The  group  will  have  a chance  to 
go  to  the  theater  and  then  to  write  and 
produce  their  own  play,  which  they  will 
perform  for  the  community. 

For  more  information  call  James- 
town Community  Center  at  647-4709. 


l. 

with  Mary  Iannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

— 1 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

m • Experience  Mental  Clarity 

• Handle  the  Challenges  of  Life  with  a 

O1 

Balanced  Disposition 

Tuesdays.  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Cesar  Chavez  Street  at  Valencia 

Call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 

We  invite  you  to  land  on  the 
new  planet  on  the  block 

P LAN  ET  HEALTH 

Come  into  Health  Territory 

and  discover  a world  of 

Natural  Food  Groceries 

ioo%  Organic  Produce 
Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs 
Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics 
Environmental  Household  Products 
Vitamins  & Supplements 
Organic  Juice  6.  Coffee  Bar 
Friendly  Staff 
Soothing  Atmosphere 
Good  Music 

3ut  that  is  not  all 
There's  much  mor 

MH 

i 

Foods  for  a Healthier  Planet 

524  Valencia  Street  at  16th 

Monday  thru  Saturday  from  b a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Sundays  from  9 a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (415)  558-9150 


Low  and  Behold 


Low-rider  cars  have  an  enduring  at- 
traction for  people  of  all  ages  and  back- 
grounds. This  was  evident  when 
hundreds  of  custom-car  enthusiasts 
turned  out  for  last  month’s  San  Francisco 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  "Cruising  at  the 
Club"  exhibition.  Those  not  old  enough 
to  drive  --  some  still  not  big  enough  to 
reach  the  gas  pedal  - were  all  wowed  by 
the  collection  of  cool  cars  the  Last 
Originals  Car  Club  drove  up  to  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  branch  at  901  Alabama. 


Rivaling  the  automobiles  for  attention 
were  customized  low-rider  bicycles, 
which  are  becoming  more  and  more 
popular  these  days.  In  fact,  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  is  offering  classes  for  kids  in 
morphing  old  clunky  paper-route  bikes 
into  the  latest  in  two-wheeled  an  work. 
The  trouble  is  they  can’t  find  enough  of 
the  old-style  bikes.  If  you’ve  got  one 
that’s  been  sitting  in  your  garage  for  the 
last  decade  and  you  can  donate  it,  contact 
Vickie  Rega  at  282-3310. 


LULAC  Is  On  The  Move 


After  23  years  of  work  with  Latino 
students  and  families  in  the  Mission 
neighborhood,  LULAC  National  Educa- 
tional Service  Center’s  academic  coun- 
seling services  play  a more  critical  role 
than  ever  in  promoting  academic  success. 
In  order  to  better  serve  the  Mission  com- 
munity, the  center  has  moved  to  2390 
Mission  Street  and  continues  to  offer 
free  assistance  to  students  of  all  ages  who 
need  help  continuing  their  education. 


Counselors  can  assist  people  in  develop- 
ing an  academic  plan  for  continuing  their 
high  school  and  college  education,  can 
help  fill  out  financial  aid/scholarship 
forms  assist  with  preparing  for  the  SAT 
and  other  college  entrance  exams  and  can 
provide  general  student  advocacy. 

Any  parent  or  student  needing  assis- 
tance can  walk  in  or  call  for  an  appoint- 
ment at  (415)  206-1155.  All  services 
offered  in  English  and  Spanish. 


Missing  Children  Kit 


Approximately  one  in  seven  missing 
children  have  been  recovered  as  a direct 
result  of  the  distribution  of  the  missing 
childs  photograph.  In  this  spirit,  free 
child  ID  kits  will  be  made  available  at 
participating  Chevron  service  stations 
throughout  San  Francisco  and  Daly  City 
from  September  23  through  October  6. 
The  kit  includes  a fingerprint  record, 
space  for  a current  photograph,  and  vital 
statistics  such  as  height  and  weight  meas- 
urements. Parents  are  encouraged  to 
pick  up  an  ID  Kit  and  complete  it  by 
adding  a current  photograph  and  using 
the  fingerprint  strip  included  in  the  kit. 

In  case  of  a missing-child  emergency, 
Technology  to  Recover  Abducted  Kids 
(TRAK)  provides  the  latest  computer 
and  communication  technology  used  by 
law  enforcement  to  help  recover  missing 
children.  Within  minutes,  TRAK  creates 
high-quality  color  flyers  of  abducted 
children  that  can  be  distributed  manually 


and  electronically  to  increase  the  chances 
of  finding  a missing  child. 

In  addition,  FBI  special  agent  Larry 
Taylor  of  the  Child  Abduction  Unit  will 
present  an  educational  seminar  for 
parents  on  Wednesday,  October  2nd, 
10:00  a.m.  and  again  at  1 1:00  a.m.  at  West 
Portal  Elementary  School.  (5  Lenox 
Way,  at  Taraval).  The  seminar  will  offer 
vital  safety  tips  and  will  introduce  the 
new  TRAK  system.  Meanwhile,  volun- 
teer parents,  police  officers,  and  Chevron 
employees  will  be  on  hand  to  fingerprint, 
photograph,  and  assist  kids  in  complet- 
ing their  own  ID  kits. 

Participating  Mission  Chevron  ser- 
vice stations  include:  Curries  Chevron, 
1198  Valencia  Street;  Tower  Car  Wash, 
1601  Mission;  and  Chevron  service  sta- 
tions at  3400  Mission  Street  and  at  501 
South  Van  Ness.  For  more  information 
call  Chevron  territory  manager  Carrie 
Maeckel  at  (510)  242-1694. 


Free  Toxic  Paint  Recycling 


Latex  paint  represents  the  number- 
one  hazardous  waste  problem  for  single 
households  in  San  Francisco.  As  of  Sep- 
tember 9,  city  residents  can  recycle  left- 
over latex  paint  at  seven  locations 
throughout  the  city.  Elderly  and  disabled 
residents  can  call  for  a free  door-to-door 
pickup.  The  program,  which  is  only 
funded  to  run  eight  or  nine  months,  is 
designed  to  prevent  improper  disposal  of 
paints  in  the  garbage,  street,  and  storm 
drains. 

The  latex  paint-recycling  locations  in 
the  Mission  are:  Cole  Hardware  at  Mis- 
sion near  29th  Street  and  Lasts  Paint,  on 
Mission  near  18th  Street. 

Oil-based  paints,  as  well  as  other  haz- 


ardous products,  are  not  included  in  the 
latex-paint  project  and  can  be  taken  to 
the  citys  Household  Waste  Collection 
Facility  located  at  501  Tunnel  Avenue. 
The  facility  is  opened  Thursdays,  Fridays, 
and  Saturdays  from  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  No 
fee  is  charged,  but  San  Franciscans  must 
bring  proof  of  residency.  The  facility  will 
accept  a maximum  of  15  gallons  or  125 
pounds  of  hazardous  waste  per  trip. 

Elderly  and  disabled  residents  who 
cannot  get  their  hazardous  waste  to  the 
Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection 
Facility  can  call  1-800-897-3088  to  set  up 
an  appointment  for  pickup  service.  For 
more  hazardous  waste  disposal,  informa- 
tion call  554-4300. 


Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 
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These  past  10  months  --  my  first  as 
your  mayor  - have  been  devoted  largely 
to  assessing  the  situation,  clearing  the 
debris,  and  pouring  the  concrete  for  he 
foundation  of  this  administration. 

With  the  help  of  a dedicated  collec- 
tion of  civic  leaders  and  city  employees, 
we’ve  accomplished  a great  deal  in  this 
first  year.  But  I’m  much  more  concerned 
with  and  excited  about  the  future. 

I am  committed  - as  are  those  around 
me  - to  addressing  in  a meaningful  way 
our  city’s  economic  development  plans, 
its  housing,  its  quality  of  life,  and  the 
myriad  other  issues  we  must  make 
progress  on  to  move  us  into  the  21st  cen- 
tury. 

In  particular,  I have  focused  - here  in 
these  pages  and  elsewhere  - on  the 
economic  issues,  because  I believe  they 
are  key  to  our  city’s  overall  health;  if  we 
have  a more  prosperous  economy  in  San 
Francisco,  our  people  will  be  enjoying 
happier  lives  and  more  stable  homes  and 
communities,  and  our  government  will 
be  able  to  continue  its  tradition  as  a ser- 
vice-rich city. 

So  allow  me  to  give  you  a progress 
report  on  our  economic  development 
plans. 

As  one  speaker  told  us  at  the 
Economic  Summit  I convened  in  April, 
to  stand  still  is  to  go  backward.  This  state- 
ment is  never  more  true  than  when  ap- 
plied to  the  subject  of  jobs.  The  summit 
clarified  for  us  the  steps  needed  to  ensure 
the  creation  of  new  jobs  and  the  reten- 
tion of  existing  jobs. 

As  promised,  I have  created  a new 


Office  of  Economic  Development  and 
staffed  it  with  three  exceptionally 
talented  people.  Their  mission  is 
twofold:  to  work  with  other  city  depart- 
ments and  the  private  sector  in  attracting 
new  national  and  international  business 
enterprises,  and  to  develop  a plan  for 
successful  business  retention. 

The  team  already  has  implemented 
much  of  my  five-point  action  plan  draw 
from  the  economic  summit  (see  July 
column)  and  is  well  on  its  way  with  the 
remainder. 

Next  month  we  will  conduct  a trade 
and  goodwill  mission  to  Paris.  Accom- 
panying me  will  be  20  to  25  CEOs  and 
senior  executives  from  the  fields  of  in- 
vestment, venture  capitalism,  bioscience, 
multimedia,  and  research  and  develop- 
ment. We  will  be  bringing  business  back 
to  San  Francisco,  I guarantee  it. 

Early  next  year  we  will  conduct  a 
similar  mission  to  China,  Hong  Kong, 
and  Taiwan  for  the  purposes  of  mutual 
trade  and  economic  development.  In  the 
spring  of  1997,  San  Francisco  will  host  a 
major  one-day  conference  on  business 
issues  related  to  the  transition  of  Hong 
Kong  to  China,  and  a second  conference 
on  trade  and  investment  policies  with 
Great  Britain.  All  of  these  missions  will 
bring  business  to  San  Francisco. 

I have  revitalized  the  Small  Business 
Commission  with  new  appointees  and  a 
liaison  to  my  office.  We  have  conducted 
community-leader  workshops  to  educate 
residents  on  small-business  loan  applica- 
tions. A 24th  Street  merchant’s  summit 
is  yielding  new  ideas  for  development 


and  continuity  of  purpose  tor  the  area. 
The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  has  received  a $56  million 
HUD  grant  for  the  development  of  small 
businesses  and  another  $150,000  grant  to 
promote  women  and  minority-run  busi- 
nesses. 

As  promised,  we  have  turned  our  at- 
tention to  the  nurturing  of  burgeoning 
industries,  such  as  bioscience  and  multi- 
media.  I want  to  make  San  Francisco  the 
multimedia  and  bioscience  capitals  of  the 
universe. 

We  are  preparing  to  conduct  a first- 
of-its-kind  multimedia  survey  in  San 
Francisco  - paid  for  by  a grant  from  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  - to  assess  the 
infrastructure,  training,  and  oppor- 
tunities in  the  multimedia  industry.  This 
survey  will  assist  the  multimedia  task 
force  in  formulating  an  action  plan. 

We  are  in  active  negotiations  with 
UC  San  Francisco  to  locate  its  second 
campus  on  a 43-acre  site  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Mission  Bay.  The  3.5  million- 
square  foot  laboratory  would  be  for 
biotech  research  only,  the  type  of  facility 
that  results  in  additional  private  spinoff 
enterprises  on  location. 

We  are  in  active  negotiations  with  the 
49ers  to  build  a state-of-the-art  football 
stadium  and  retail  complex  on  the  75- 
acre,  city-owned  Candlestick  Park.  Our 
share  of  tax  revenue  from  the  stadium 
and  an  upscale  retail  mall  would  mean 
millions  of  dollars  every  year. 

An  urban  design  and  land-use  plan 
for  that  sorry-looking  structure  known  as 
the  Transbay  Terminal  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Planing  Commission  and  is 
scheduled  to  move  into  the  public  com- 
ment phase  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  plan  calls  for  major  mixed-use 
development  - housing,  commercial 
enterprises,  and  a strong  emphasis  on 
open  space.  I anticipate  that  the 
Transbay  Terminal  itself  will  be  tom 


down  and  replaced  with  a new  transit  hub 
for  the  city. 

We  reported  good  news  a few  weeks 
ago  with  the  announcement  that  Serpac, 
a consortium  of  cargo  carriers  serving 
South  and  Central  America,  would  be 
returning  to  the  port  of  San  Francisco. 
Early  next  year,  the  port  will  begin 
renovation  of  the  Ferry  Building  and 
Terminal,  and  will  complete  the  city’s 
only  publicly  accessible  boat  ramp  at  Pier 
52. 

Construction  on  the  Yerba  Buena 
Gardens  Sony  entertainment  center, 
which  will  include  a cinema  complex  and 
Imax  theater,  will  begin  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  a targeted  opening  date  of 
December  1997. 

Other  exciting  development  projects 
going  on  in  the  city  include  the  expansion 
of  the  Kaiser  Hospital  and  the  Fillmore 
Jazz  Preservation  District. 

And  despite  incentives  offered  by  the 
city  of  Oakland,  Kaiser  Permanente  is 
moving  ahead  with  its  expansion  plans  in 
San  Francisco,  in  the  area  near  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Post  Streets.  The  project 
is  on  schedule. 

Just  down  the  street,  the  Fillmore 
Jazz  Preservation  District,  which  will 
revitalize  that  neighborhood,  is  also 
moving  forward.  Agreements  are  ex- 
pected to  be  finalized  in  the  next  month 
with  two  acclaimed  local  jazz  clubs.  The 
project  also  will  include  an  eight-screen 
cinema  complex  and  street  improve- 
ments. 

We  have  also  secured  funding  and  will 
build  a new  youth  center  in  the  Excelsior 
and  a gay  and  lesbian  community  center 
in  the  Castro.  To  the  south,  San  Francis- 
co International  Airport’s  $2.4  billion  ex- 
pansion plan  is  on  schedule,  and  we 
intend  to  open  the  International  Ter- 
minal in  the  spring  of  the  year  2000. 

Clearly,  we  are  on  the  move. 


Where  on  earth  am  I going  to  put  this  stuff? 

Storage  Land 

1855  Mission  St.  Between  14th  8Z  15 th  St. 


I SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS  I 


FREE  first  month's  rent. 

Bring  this  coupon  for  a FREE  padlock  with  rental. 
415-252-9821 


The  question  is  not 
whether  to  fight  or  to  love. 

We  must  fight , and  we  must  love. 
But  we  can  fight  without  hatred . 
and  love  without  conditions. 

Shri  Brahmananda  Sarasvati 

Yoga  Society 
of  San  Francisco 
Brahmananda  Ashram 

2&72  Folsom  St. 


Drop-In  Yoga  Classes 
Sanskrit  & Meditation  Classes 
Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies 
Indian  Music  Concerts  & Classes 


PHYSICAL  THERAPY 


DON’T  LIVE  WITH  PAIN 
PT  HELPS  YOU  HELP  YOURSELF 


For  treatment  of  : 

0 CHRONIC  NECK  & BACK  PAIN 
0 SPORTS  INJURIES 
0 POSTURAL  SYNDROMES 
0 REPETITIVE  STRESS 
0 TMJ 



WE  ACCEPT  MOST  MEDICAL  INSURANCE 

— ■ 

Before  and  after  work  hours 
Convenient  location 
425  Divisadero  Street  #206 
San  Francisco  CA  94117 
(415)  626-3099 
| HTTPy/MEMBERS.GNN.COM 

/PTATM  RH/HOMEPG.  HTM 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 


^ 11:00-  11:00  y 
Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


A is  for 
Affordable 

^ifear  after  year,  San  Francisco  has 
been  designated  the  country’s  least  affor- 
dable city.  This  is  hardly  the  sort  of  recog- 
nition for  which  anyone  aspires.  In 
comparing  wages  earned  to  mortgages 
and  rents  paid,  in  other  words,  people 
who  live  here  are  never  surprised  to  learn 
that  we’ve  got  a bum  rap.  Whether  you’re 
one  of  two  wage  earners  in  a median-in- 
come family  looking  to  buy  yourselves  a 
home,  or  you’re  a low-income  single 
adult  wanting  to  rent  a decent  studio,  few 
San  Franciscans  need  any  reminder 
about  the  very  tangible  hardships  cur- 
rently defining  our  housing  market. 

In  a 15-year  period  in  which  wages 
increased  approximately  5 percent  in  San 
Francisco,  rents  here  have  increased  by 
226  percent,  and  the  cost  of  buying  a 
home  has  increased  by  238  percent. 

That  is  why  voting  yes  on  Proposition 
A is  so  critical.  It  would  authorize  the  city 
to  issue  bonds  and  set  aside  up  to  $20 
million  for  each  of  the  next  five  years  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  new  affordable 
housing  opportunities  for  buyers  and 
renters  alike.  As  private,  state,  and 
federal  resources  for  these  purposes 
dwindle  nationwide,  our  city  is  once 
again  challenged  to  prioritize  the  hous- 
ing needs  of  its  citizens.  Although  San 
Francisco  can  in  no  way  meet  the 
demands  for  affordable  housing  with 
local  resources  alone,  the  issuance  of 

these  bonds  would  leverage  more  dollars 


from  a variety  of  sources,  including 
HUD,  the  AFL-CIO,  private  investors, 
and  conventional  lenders. 

A is  for  Acute 

In  recent  months  a few  different  af- 
fordable housing  opportunities  in  the 
Mission  opened  up,  and  were  well 
publicized.  In  that  way,  it’s  actually  been 
a good  year  for  our  neighborhood.  Un- 
fortunately, the  demand  for  these  oppor- 
tunities illustrates  the  magnitude  of  work 
ahead  of  us.  The  Housing  Development 
and  Neighborhood  Preservation  ac- 
cepted more  than  400  applications  from 
first-time  homebuyers  interested  in  the 
119  affordable  condominiums  under 
construction  at  101  Valencia. 

Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration accepted  applications  from  very 
low-income  single  adults  interested  in 
moving  into  the  renovated  Altamont,  an 
old  residential  hotel  that  is  being  trans- 
formed into  permanent  housing  at  3048 
16th  Street.  Nine  hundred  thirty-nine  ap- 
plications people  applied  for  the  69  avail- 
able rooms. 

MHDC  also  accepted  applications 
from  low-income  renters  interested  in 
one  of  the  20  apartments  affordable  at 
Good  Samaritan,  one  of  two  buildings 
currently  under  construction  at  1290- 
1294  Potrero  Avenue.  The  second  build- 
ing will  be  a family  resource  center.  More 
than  1900  families  applied. 

These  are  only  three  examples  as 
documented  by  local  nonprofit  housing 
developers.  The  burdens  in  private  sector 
are  equally  dramatic.  Only  7 out  of  100 
San  Franciscans  can  qualify  for  conven- 
tional financing  to  buy  the  average  two- 
bedroom  home  for  sale.  As  a result,  more 


"lodioo  food  o)itb  o Oeco  fitlliode" 

Diooer  ViO-KMO  / Daily 


than  half  of  this  city’s  tethers, 
firefighters,  police  officers,  and  MUNI 
drivers  cannot  afford  to  buy  or  rent  a 
home  in  the  city  they  serve.  San 
Francisco’s  vacancy  rate  has  dropped  to 
1 percent,  even  though  rent  increases  in 
1995  averaged  11  percent,  yet  another 
dubious  national  "record." 

A is  for  Appropriate 

Thumb  through  the  voter  handbook 
and  you’ll  see  that  Proposition  A is  sup- 
ported by  an  unprecedented  cross-sec- 
tion of  individuals  and  groups.  From 
Willie  Brown  to  Frank  Jordan,  from  the 
Tenants  Union  to  the  Apartment  House 
Association,  from  Urban  Ecology  to  the 
Realtors  Association,  and  from  neigh- 
borhood to  neighborhood,  people  are  ur- 
ging their  colleagues  and  neighbors  to 
pass  Proposition  A and  to  recognize  that 
stable  and  affordable  homes  are  the 
foundation  of  healthy  communities  and 
economies. 

Even  the  lone  voices  opposing  this 
proposition  recognize  the  needs  for 
more  affordable  housing.  Their  argu- 
ments against  Proposition  A focus  on  the 
money  spent  addressing  these  needs, 
fretting  that  nonprofit  developers  spend 
more  "building  and  rehabbing  Single 
Room  Occupancy  Hotels  in  the  Tender- 
loin and  South  of  Market  than  luxury 
buildings  cost  in  Pacific  Heights."  Such 
logic  is  based  on  the  false  notion  that 
affordable  housing  should  be  cheaply 
constructed.  But  slum  housing  has  never 
served  the  city  well,  and  neighborhoods 
like  the  Mission  are  all  too  familiar  with 
the  way  that  substandard  properties, 
especially  SROs,  take  their  toll. 

Citywide  housing  strategies  suggest 
that  local  resources  be  allocated  toward 
transforming  such  troubled  properties  - 
not  only  by  renovating  the  physical  struc- 


tures, but  also  by  working  to  stabilize  the 
lives  of  the  buddings’  tenants.  This  does 
require  investments  up  front  - in  durable 
materials,  secure  finishes,  and  staffs 
qualified  to  work  with  people  respectful- 
ly and  creatively. 

So  if  it  costs  more  to  renovate  an 
80-unit  SRO  than  it  does  a single-family 
luxury  home  in  Pacific  Heights ...  so  be  it 
It’s  an  appropriate  investment.  The  goal 
of  Proposition  A is  not  to  throw  up  a 
bunch  of  shacks  where  people  can  sleep, 
but  rather  to  develop  quality  accom- 
modations in  which  pk>ple  can  achieve 
stability  and  participate  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Again,  A is  for  Affordable 

Last  year  when  people  in  the  Mission 
were  voting  on  how  to  divide  up  our  piece 
of  the  Enterprise  Program  pie,  affor- 
dable housing  was  ranked  as  the  highest 
priority.  Of  course,  within  that  category 
people  went  back  and  forth  and  back 
again  on  how  to  narrow  this  down.  Emer- 
gency housing  or  homeownership?  Rent- 
al rehab  housing  or  new  construction? 
SRO  stabilization  was  finally  agreed 
upon  as  the  most  appropriate  (and  affor- 
dable) approach.  And  the  SRO  col- 
laborative that  was  funded  is  plowing 
forward  with  efforts  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions in  some  of  the  local  residential 
hotels  via  landlord  education,  tenant 
support,  code  enforcement,  etc.  This  is 
important  work,  but  the  funds  to  physi- 
cally transform  these  properties  are  very 
scarce,  and  without  the  passage  of 
Proposition  A,  they  may  disappear  al- 
together. 

So  if  you’d  like  to  see  1)  home  buyers 
get  some  more  support,  or  2)  some  jus- 
tice in  our  rental  market,  or  3)  blighted 
properties  injected  with  a little  capital 
work  and  attention,  then  vote  yes  on  A. 


T H EOI/DnYORL  dwXy 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 

SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16th  St.  606  Mission  St.  @2nd 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 m-F  6am  to  6pm 

^ 7 to  5 Phone  512-1570 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-912 
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Mission  Creek  Bike  Lane  and  Green  Belt 


Greenbelt  Bike  Route 
to  the  Ballpark  Planned 


X he  directors  of  the  departments 
of  City  Planning  and  Public  Works  have 
recently  endorsed  and  set  into  motion 
the  creation  of  a pedestrian  and  bicycle 
route  along  the  ancient  shore  of  Mission 
Creek  as  it  runs  from  the  Northeast  Mis- 
sion to  the  bay.  The  bikeway  as  proposed 
by  Judy  West,  president  of  Project  Ar- 
taud and  longtime  activist  in  the  North- 
east Mission,  will  occupy  sections  of  the 
old  railroad  right-of-way  that  ran  along 
side  the  creek  since  the  1860s  and  could 
provide  among  other  things  an  alterna- 
tive transportation  artery  for  the  new 
Giants  stadium  at  the  waterfront.  The 
project  will  also  bring  needed  improve- 
ments to  the  NEMIZ  and  environmental 
awareness  of  the  underground  waterway 
that  sweeps  gracefully  around  the  nose  of 
Potrero  Hill  and  connects  to  the 
waterfront  via  the  harbor  at  7th  and 
Berry  Streets. 

When  the  railroad  abandoned  this 
area  a few  years  ago  it  left  a contiguous 
swath  of  open  land  from  16th  and  Har- 
rison, along  Treat  and  Division,  through 
the  Design  Center,  to  what  remains  of 
Mission  Bay  in  the  existing  harbor.  If 
possible  the  city  would  like  to  acquire  as 
much  additional  land  for  the  public  right- 
of-way  as  possible,  to  reclaim  some  of 
this  historic  and  priceless  transportation 
artery  before  it  is  developed  and  lost 
forever.  Work  on  the  first  section  of  the 
new  route  will  begin  shortly  by  the 
Bureau  of  Engineering,  which  will 
reconstruct  Treat  Avenue  by  removing 
the  old  railroad  tracks  and  rebuilding  the 
sidewalk  space  to  include  the  off-street 
pathway.  Some  areas  of  public  street  will 
be  vacated  and  returned  to  open  space. 


West,  who  is  also  a geologist,  is  as 
optimistic  about  the  green  belt  and  its 
ability  to  foster  awareness  of  the  under- 
ground estuary  (marshes  and  river)  as  she 
is  in  the  bike  path.  Efforts  to  heighten 
environmental  awareness  and  promote 
the  stewardship  of  our  bay  are  central  to 
her  ambitious  plan.  As  an  artist  and  ac- 
tivist who  lives  and  works  in  the  River 
District,  as  she  calls  it,  she  has  plans  for 
performances  and  art  installations  along 
the  pathway.  These  will  provide  histori- 
cal and  provocative  images  to  engage 
people  in  the  process  of  reclaiming  the 
historical  core  our  city. 

People  today  have  forgotten  why  the 
Mission  was  the  first  European  settle- 
ment here.  The  indigenous  people 
centered  their  livelihoods  on  the  fertile 
marshes  of  the  San  Francisco  Estuary, 
including  the  protected  valley  that  is  now 
the  Mission  District.  By  reclaiming  this 
vital  artery  of  the  city,  which  feeds  its 
most  fertile  enclave,  we  can  breath  new 
life  into  an  area  that  should  be  the  city’s 
pride  and  joy. 

Did  you  know  that  in  the  1850s  and 
1860s  people  traveled  from  the  town  of 
Yerba  Buena  (now  Chinatown)  to  the 
Mission  for  all-day  Sunday  outings?  Im- 
agine walking  back  then  from  Telegraph 
or  Rincon  Hill  along  the  waterfront  and 
Mission  Creek  pathway  to  an  outdoor 
amphitheater  and  restaurant  in  a low- 
lying  hollow  called  the  Willows,  at  18th 
and  Valencia. 

Imagine  walking  the  other  direction 
today,  from  the  Mission  to  the  ballpark, 
or  to  North  Beach  for  the  day.  Things  can 
change,  if  we  believe  in  our  neighbor- 
hood and  persist  in  efforts  to  reclaim  and 
improve  it. 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 

$3.99  /LB! 

Maria's 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 

Coffees,  teas,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


282-5532 


Gourmet  Tapas  & Paella 


Paella  catering 
Live  music  Wednesdays 

(41S)  S52  3889  • 3228  16th  *t.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  • (between  Gerrero  6 Dolores) 


Poem(s)  of  the  Month 


an  others  part  of  this  town 


sun  gettin  warmer 
crowd  still  comin 
dancin  blood  goin 

on  and  on 

this  tail  end  of  bateria 
caught  up  in  the  high 
of  a long  distance  runner 
runnin  on  hands  and  sticks 

left  the  sneakers  in  the  dusts 

’lectricious  garb  resplendent 
in  the  sun  of  the  mission 
’cause  she’s  a meta  physical  gal 
she  sees  the  murder  of  crazy  horse 

over  and  over 

makes  conversations  dat  got 
nuthin  to  do  with  the  finer 
selves  she’s  hiding  amongst 
her  big  fine  and  loud  lyricisms 
shakin  it  all  the  time 

thinks  haiti’s  got  problems  too 

leaves  a Valencia  st  peacock 
in  quizzical  dementia  praecox 
with  her  cease  and  desist  orders 

CAN  THAT  SHIT  baby 
dese  movin  pictures 
is  ah  disastah  we 

ain’t  no  goin  back  to  bikini  now 
she  be  with  the  samba  de  curacao 

her  mind  photo  journals 
360  degrees  of  distortions 

she  be  sayin  stahp  dis  pretend 
dis  shit  be  jus  ah  drunken  reel 
an  she  be  shakin  it  all  the  time 


sounds  of  pete  escovedo  and  his  band 
sun  goin  down  in  soft  evening  air 
winds  starting  up 

troubles  in  the  peoples  too 
kids  makin  moves  in  dust 
swirls  then  cops 

both  all  over 

she  be  saying  like  da  mahn  say 
dis  a tale  from  da  hood 
chill  or  be  chilled  out 

that  i am  commanded  to  love 

even  who  would  kill  the  child 

beyond  comfort  self  and  other 

vicitms 

’cause  she’s  a meta  physical  gal 
an  she  be  shakin  it  all  the  time 
breath  and  muscles  mattering 
dis  embodimeant  speaks 
embraces  no  eschew 

she  be  sayin  ya  gonna  tell  me 

ya  loves  me  or  die  with  the  secret 

dis  ah  con  version  by 

dah  sword  sweetie 

ya  not  dah  first  mahn  to  be  wronged 

sounds  of  the  chiselers  chiseling 
means  statues  and  deficits  are 
on  the  way  but  def 

and  in  another  part  of  town  lady 
i haven’t  eaten  in  two  days  it  was  said 
and  then  it  was  heard  my  good  man 
you  must  force  yourself  to  eat 


q.r.  hand  jr. 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 

♦ We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

♦ Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

♦ Aromatherapy 

OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


3412  22ND  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


(415)  821-0997 

A Women-Ownrd  Business 


MISSION  DISTRICT  HOME  OWNERS 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
Can't  pick  up  the  tab? 


Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

Community  Housing  Rehabilitation  Program  (CHRP) 
and 

Code  Enforcement  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  (CERF) 


* A neiv  roof 

* Seiver  repairs 

* Nexv  rear  stairs 

* Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  ivater 
*To  correct  a 

Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is  within  certain 
guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  CHRP  or  CERF  loans. 


\(  Example:  a Jointly  ojfmn  nifty  make  lip  to  $47,050  pn  yean 


How  do  ihr  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  amount  Interest  Term 

~ - - — ~ — ’ " - ■■  - . — 

( :HRP  S40.000  / unit  3%  10  vrv  or  upon  salt*  or  transfer  of  the  title 

(■ERF  S 7.500  / unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

' 


For  more  information  call: 


Lucy  Pineda  at  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
864-6432  ext:  308 
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New  Mission  News  Ballot  Recommendations 


Board  of  Supervisors 

The  New  Mission  News  endorses  can- 
didates who  are  nonincumbents  and  who 
have  established  themselves  as  progres- 
sive activists  with  a track  record  of  com- 
munity service  in  the  Mission  or  the  city 
at  large.  We  also  recommend  those  who 
best  reflect  our  publication’s  credo:  com- 
fort the  afflicted  and  afflict  the  comfort- 
able whenever  the  opportunity  presents 
itself.  In  the  current  crop  of  candidates 
for  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  those  who 
best  fit  that  criteria  are: 

Jose  Medina 

Medina  founded  and  served  13  years 
as  the  executive  director  of  Instituto 
Laborial  de  la  Raza  Public  Interest  Law 
Firm,  which  continues  to  do  ground- 
breaking work  in  protecting  the  rights  of 
workers.  He  was  the  President  of  St. 
Anthony’s  Foundation  from  1985  to 
1990,  he  received  the  Martin  Luther 
King  "Living  Dream  award  in  1987  and 
the  United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area  Leader- 
ship Award  in  1995.  Medina  is  a former 
and  current  member  of  the  Police  Com- 
mission. Since  1995  he  has  been  a 
mediator  and  field  representative  for 
SEIU  Local  790.  More  than  any  other 
candidate,  Medina  has  a substantial  his- 
tory of  accomplishment  in  the  area  of 
civil  rights  and  labor  organizing  - a his- 
tory that  extends  over  three  decades.  He 
has  broad-based  support  from  labor, 
neighborhood  organizations,  and  the  gay 
and  Latino  communities. 

Margo  St.  James 

Only  in  San  Francisco  could  accusa- 
tions that  a candidate  for  public  office 
had  not  been  a prostitute  hurt  her  or  his 
chances  of  getting  elected.  Don’t  be 
fooled  by  the  rumors:  the  New  Mission 
News  has  it  on  good  authority  that  St. 
James,  founder  of  the  prostitutes’  rights 
organization  COYOTE,  is  a true  veteran 
of  the  world’s  oldest  profession.  This  is 
not  an  unimportant  consideration  in  a 
society  that  has  become  overly  obsessed 
with  finding  law-enforcement  solutions 
to  every  social  issue.  St.  James  offers  the 


perspective  of  an  outsider  who  will  reject 
quick-fix,  more-cops  answers  to  the  city’s 
problems.  She  supports  peer-run  youth 
centers  as  a way  to  counter  gang  violence, 
and  she  had  the  good  sense  not  to  finish 
law  school. 

Maria  Martinez 

Martinez  is  an  experienced  campaig- 
ner, vice  president  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Health  Center,  a local  businesswoman, 
and  a Mission  resident  She  has  been  a 
consistent  voice  for  the  rights  of  women 
and  minorities,  but  has  never  gone  after 
the  big  money  contributors  that  seem 
essential  to  getting  anywhere  in  city 
politics.  Martinez  has  opted  instead  fora 
grassroots  low  budget  approach  that  has 
drawn  on  the  support  of  her  many  friends 
in  the  neighborhood.  Her  priority  is  jobs 
for  Mission  residents. 

Carlos  Petroni 

Mission  resident  Petroni  is  one  of  the 
principal  organizers  of  the  very  success- 
ful Immigrant  Pride  Day  and  has  been  a 
strident  advocate  for  the  rights  of  im- 
migrants, who  need  all  the  help  they  can 
get  right  now.  Petroni  works  with  the 
Real  Alternative  Program  and  is  probab- 
ly the  candidate  most  knowledgeable  on 
the  Mission’s  number  one  nightmare, 
gang  violence.  Petroni’s  economic  and 
political  program  is  in  the  fine  old  tradi- 
tion of  American  radical  populism, 
which  would  liven  up  the  usually  dreary 
Supervisoral  sessions,  should  he  by  some 
miracle  get  elected. 

Victor  Marquez 

Lawyer  Marquez  has  served  as  the 
director  of  Centro  Legal  de  La  Raza  the 
most  important  all  purpose  nonprofit 
legal  services  concern  in  the  Mission. 
Under  Marquez’s  leadership,  Centro 
Legal  has  become  a force  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  the  struggle  for  the  rights  of 
people  of  color,  tenants,  and  workers.  He 
believes  a working  relationship  with 
UCSF  is  a possible  means  to  develop  the 
Mission’s  underutilized  industrial  area, 
but  he  also  favors  municipalization  of 


PG&E,  demonstrating  a pragmatic  com- 
munity-centered approach  to  dealing 
with  corporate  heavyweights. 

You  figure  it  out. 

Leeland  Yee  is  a local  Mission  guy 
with  good  positions  on  the  issues,  but  the 
New  Mission  News  cannot  quite  forgive 
his  complicity,  when  he  was  a School 
Board  member,  in  the  political  power 
play  that  sacked  the  popular  and  produc- 
tive administrators  of  Mission  High 
School.  Maybe  you  can. 

Carolene  Marks  has  been  married  to 
incumbent,  State  Senator  Milton  Marks, 
for  so  long,  she  counts  as  an  incumbent 
but  has  no  real  record  to  run  on.  Catch 
22. 

Of  the  incumbents  running:  Kaufman 
has  been  the  most  effective,  Bierman  the 
most  progressive.  Yaki  has  delayed  — 
possibly  killed  - important  pro-tenant 
legislation  to  curry  favor  and  campaign 
dollars  with  landlord  interests.  Katz  was 
the  only  office  seeker  who  failed  to  return 
the  New  Mission  News  candidate  survey. 

School  Board 

The  primary  issue  here  is  selecting  a 
board  that  will  stand  up  to  the  regime  of 
error,  arrogance,  and  cronyism  of  Super- 
intendent of  Education  Bill  "The 
Butcher  of  Mission  High"  Rojas.  Rojass 
authoritarian  policies,  which  are  aimed 
more  at  building  a compliant  political 
machine  than  improving  our  schools,  will 
lead  to  disaster  if  not  countered  by  a 
school  board  with  more  backbone. 

The  four  nonincumbents  who  seem 
most  likely  to  battle  the  bully  are  Jason 
Wong,  Mauricio  Vela,  Eddie  Chin,  and 
Meagan  Levitan.  Incumbent  Jill  Wynns 
has  been  Rojas’s  most  forceful  opponent. 

City  Propositions 

Proposition  A 

Yes,  absolutely.  This  bond  issue  to 
develop  affordable  housing  and  offer  as- 
sistance to  home  buyers  addresses  San 
Francisco’s  long  running  housing  crisis. 
Fora  thorough  treatment  of  Proposition 
A and  the  extent  of  the  city’s  housing 


problem  see  Robin  Snyderman’s  column 
on  page  6. 

Proposition  B 

No.  Supporters  of  this  bond  issue  to 
demolish  and  then  rebuild  the  DeYoung 
Museum  in  Golden  Gate  Park  talk  about 
what  a cultural  treasure  the  DeYoung 
represents.  But  what  you  get  for  your 
$73.3  million  is  60,000  feet  of  new 
museum  space  and  162,000  feet  of  space 
for  a 370-car  parking  garage  and  tunnel 
leading  to  it.  Public  policy  should  be  to 
reduce  the  number  of  cars  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  - ideally  to  zero.  Build  a 370- 
car  garage,  and  you’ll  get  570  people  who 
want  use  it.  Don’t  finance  the  environ- 
mental degradation  of  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

Proposition  C 

Yes.  This  proposal  would  provide  cost 
of  living  allowance  (COLA)  to  retired 
city  workers.  The  COLA  would  be  paid 
solely  through  investment  earnings  of 
the  city’s  retirement  system  in  excess  of 
the  Retirement  Board’s  projections  and 
only  to  the  extent  those  projections  are 
exceeded.  In  short,  extra  money  in  the 
retirement  fund  would  compensate 
retired  employees  victimized  by  infla- 
tion. 

Proposition  D 

Yes.  This  reform  measure  guarantees 
that  San  Francisco  firefighters  hired  after 
1976  will  receive  the  average  pension 
other  firefighters  in  the  state  are  receiv- 
ing. The  city’s  current  two-tier  retire- 
ment system,  which  provides  lower 
benefits  to  those  hired  after  1976,  im- 
pacts unfairly  on  women  and  minority 
firefighters. 

Proposition  E 

No.  If  Proposition  E passes,  changes 
to  health  and  retirement  benefits  for  city 
employees  would  no  longer  need  voter 
approval  but  would  be  subject  to  negotia- 
tions between  the  city  and  employee 
unions.  The  mayor  would  be  given  addi- 
tional power  to  fire  about  400  mid-level 
managers  currently  protected  by  civil  ser- 
vice. 

The  most  compelling  argument  put 
forward  for  this  proposition  is  that  when 


ST.  JAMES 
FOR  SUPERVISOR 

New  Mission  News 
SF  Independent 
SF  Bay  Guardian 
Mayor  Wille  Brown 
Assemblyman  John  Burton 
Supervisor  Angela  Alioto 
Supervisor  Leslie  Katz 
Harvey  Milk  Democratic  Club 
Barbara  Jordan  Democratic  Club 
SF  Tenants’  Union 
United  Taxicab  Workers 


Cesar /Warrunz;  Bess  -Rosie  the  Radiator"  Bair' 
Gilbert  Baker,  Angela  Joy  Coppola,  Brian  Doohan 
.Ff.rllneheU1'  Merle  Goldstone,  Wavy 
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GRAND  OPENING  SALE! 
3LO%  - 50%  OFF!! 


Futon  Sofa 
Includes  Matress 


Only 

s149" 


FREE  LAMP! 

Buy  1 lamp  get 
the  2nd  lamp  free! 


2558  Mission 
between  21st  & 22nd 
642-0792 


MATTRESS  SETS 

from  $0099 


Boxspring  Included 


GIANT  VALUE 
FURNITURE 

and  Mattress  Outlet 
2 S.F.  Locations 
7 Days  • 10am-6:30pm 


Bedroom  Set  5 pieces,  Only 
Chest  not  included  S59Q" 

• Royal  Comfort  Supreme  Mattress  ^ ** 


$50“  OFF! 

Buy  any  sofa  & loveseat, 
sofabed,  bedroom  set  or 
mattress  set  over  $399.99 


3030  16th  St. 
& Valencia 
565-6718 
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GANGSPEAK 

Hispanic  Rage 


by  Hebert  Monterroza 

Angry  white  folks... 

I know  many  of  you  are  scared.  Well, 
my  angry  brothers  and  sisters,  welcome 
to  reality!  Don’t  even  think  for  a moment 
that  in  the  minds  of  most  Hispanic 
brothers  and  sisters  we  accept  the  nega- 
tive behavior  we  see  in  some  of  our  young 
Hispanic  brothers  and  sisters.  And  that 
we  don’t  want  to  explode  in  rage  — even 
to  the  extent  of  knocking  some  sense  into 
their  tender  young  hearts.  But  we  are 
scared  too!  Most  older  Hispanic  brothers 
and  sisters  had  and  still  have  vision  of  a 
new  future.  But  they  are  scared  too! 

We  don’t  want  to  explode  in  rage,  too 
— trying  to  knock  some  sense  into  racist 
white  lynch  mob  folks  who  have  raped, 
maimed,  murdered,  and  degraded  us 
during  all  these  years! 

"Still  waters  run  deep,"  and  what  a 
luxury  indeed  to  be  able  to  ignore  our 
pain  and  suffering,  my  white  brothers  and 
sisters.  We  Hispanic  folks  are  embodied 
with  a repetitive  anger  that  has  evolved 
from  trying  to  be  the  best  we  can  as  law- 
abiding  Americans  who  have  fought  and 
continue  to  fight  for  this  country  but  still 
face  discrimination  in  public  and  in  the 
work  place. 

While  we  appear  to  be  content  we  are 
boiling  something  awful  deep  inside. 
Maybe  that’s  why  we  are  some  of  the 


greatest  entertainers  on  this  planet. 

My  good  white  brothers  and  sisters,  if 
you  would,  place  your  attention  toward: 
telling  your  people  to  stop  putting  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  jails;  to  stop  put- 
ting guns  and  drugs  in  our  communities; 
to  stop  pushing  liquor  in  our  neighbor- 
hoods; to  stop  selecting  our  role  models 
for  us;  to  stop  encouraging  and  market- 
ing clothing  and  music  that  degrade  and 
disrespect  Hispanic  people;  and  to  stop 
dumping  all  your  frustrations  on  us. 

But  maybe  you’re  scared  of  them  too! 
Yes,  I would  like  to  reach  out  and  slap 
our  Hispanic  brothers  and  sisters  gang- 
banging back  into  this  racist  reality....  But 
I don’t  think  of  that,  my  lovely  white 
brothers  and  sisters.  We  all  know  that 
you  spend  your  money  polluting  our 
communities.  But  now  we  have  to  size  up 
the  situation  and  see  the  truth.  That  truth 
that  has  been  hidden  for  many  years  be- 
cause we  have  opened  our  eyes  and  seen 
the  light.  That  light  that’s  bringing 
together  "Los  Patros"  to  fight  back  with 
out  rage. 

Gang  Members:  This  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words,  poems, 
rap  songs,  essays,  and  art  to:  Deanne 
Berger-Moudgil,  Gangspeak  Column 
Editor,  c/o  New  Mission  News,  111 
Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110.  Call  Deanne  at  864-6531  or  page 
her  at  227-6338. 
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You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  hood  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-820. 


^lUvNZA  NITa 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Hours  4 to  9 Daily 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20**1  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110  (41 5)  648-0957 


3335 


OPEtS  MON-SAT.  NOON  TOG 


Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Ol  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 


Open  Every  Day 


of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Keouac  Alley) 
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Tues-Sat  Lunch-Dinner 

2140  MISSION 

415  861-0972  For  Parties! 
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o-coaz 
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Come  On  c}n! 


Omission  area  federal 

CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 

Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 


STAT  STATION 


)J/'J 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

an.  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 

626-6767 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

611  Florida  Street  (near  18th  St.)  • SF,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-8588 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 


Love  your  VW?  Wanna  keep  it  alive? 
We  oiler  you  three  possibilities 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics  with  a 
combined  total  of  70  years  ot  VW  repair  experience. 

• We  otter  a unique  service  with  our  “do  it  yourself”  plan. 
Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the  tools 
you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job  done. 


• We  otter  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

► A VW  class  specifically  for  learning  about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  for  men  and  women 


You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  covered. 


We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  ot  the  directions  you  choose. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

Open  7 days  a week 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


FREE  BRAKE  AND 
SAFETY  INSPECTION 
($22  value) 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
•Zm  {[  AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 

$10  OFF 

OIL  CHANGE 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


Mutuashi: 
Zaire’s  Redhot 
Dance 

TP  he  mutuashi  is  a dance  from  the 
Kasai  region  of  Zaire;  il  accompanies  a 
particular  rhythm  and  is  closely  linked  to 
the  beliefs  of  the  people  there.  One  must 
go  through  an  initiation  to  be  repected  as 
a mutuashi  dancer.  The  dance  involves 
moving  the  hips  and  waist  in  a seductive 
roll  while  moving  low  to  the  ground.  One 
woman  who  has  had  a very  successful 
career  as  a singer  and  a senstation 
mutuashi  dancer  is  Tshala  Muana.  She 
made  her  way  to  Kinshasa,  the  capital  of 
Zaire,  where  she  danced  with  the  popular 
singer  M’Pongo  Love  for  a couple  years, 
infusing  the  performances  with  fire.  Her 
talents  took  her  to  Abidjan,  Ivory  Coast, 
the  musical  center  of  Francophone 
Africa,  and  she  quickly  became  a 
phenomenon. 

In  1982,  Muana  had  a hit  record, 
Amina,  and  her  live  performances  stirred 
up  the  music  scene.  Incidents  of  domestic 
disputes  rose  alarmingly  every  time  she 
performed  on  television,  as  women  tried 
to  stop  their  husbands  from  watching  the 
seductive  dance.  Government  ministers 
and  rich  businessmen  pursued  her  relent- 
lessly, offering  her  homes  and  cars.  Even- 
tually, the  women  of  Abidjan,  overcome 
with  jealousy  and  enraged  over  the  em- 
barrassing fawning  of  their  men,  essen- 
tially kicked  her  out  of  town  and  in  the 
mid  1980s,  she  resettled  in  Paris. 


Tshala  Muana’s  music  has  always 
been  based  on  the  mutuashi  rhythm, 
which  has  a more  folkloric  feel  than  the 
typical  Congolese  soukous,  which  had 
become  so  popular  by  this  time.  She  also 
recorded  songs  that  were  more 
straightforward  soukous  in  their  form.  A 
great  collection  of  her  mid-’80s  record- 
ings is  available  on  Shanachie  Records;  it 
is  called  Soukous  Siren  (the  title  is  inac- 
curate, but  it  shows  how  the  mutuashi  if 
often  thrown  into  the  soukous  catagory 
because  soukous  has  become  such  a well- 
known  style  throughout  the  world). 

Mutuashi  is  the  title  of  the  latest 
Tshala  Muana  recording.  Finally  a 
producer,  ace  Ibrahim  Sylla  (of  Africando 
fame)  has  done  her  justice  by  providing 
great  arrangemetns  and  musicians  to 
back  her  properly.  The  record  combines 
the  mutuashi  with  the  classic  soukous 
elements  and  the  Latin  tinge.  Boncana 
Maiga  from  Mali,  who  studied  music  in 
Cuba  in  the  ’60s  and  who  has  become  the 
hottest  African  arranger  in  Paris,  did  the 
arrangements.  Recorded  both  in  Paris 
and  New  York  City,  Mutuashi  brings 
together  the  best  of  African  and  Liatin 
session  musicians.  Superb  guitar  is 
provided  by  Dally  Kimoko  and  tLokassa 
Ya  M’Bongo,  full-chorus  vocals  by 
Nyboma,  Wuta  Mayi,  and  Bibi  Den’s,  and 
there  are  real  horns  throughout  provided 
by  both  French  and  Latin  New  York 
veterans  on  trumpets,  trombones,  and 
saxophone.  Several  cuts  feature  Cuban- 
style  piano  and  rhythm  sections.  Check 
out  the  acoustic-sounding  "Munyina  [the 
village  council]"  and  the  son  montuno- 
laced  African  lullaby  on  "Lekela  Muadi." 
There  are  also  several  straight-ahead 


“Awareness  is  Revolutionary 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita  ^ 

Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly. 

Call  for  a free  program. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 


Illuminate  the  Skin's  Health  this  Holiday  Season 

with  our  introductory  ULTIMATE  FACIAL  - utilizing  mood-lifting 
essential  oils  with  LASH  TINTING  and  EYE B ROW  SHAPING 
for  only  QQ  v $90.00  value 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  regenerating  peels. 

AGGRESSIVE  ACNE  TREATMENTS  & SPECIAL  SKIN  TREATMENTS 

for  coarse,  dry  and  wrinkled  skin 

ThjS  SedSOn,  Be  Brilliant!  Give  the  Gift  of  Healthy  Skin  with  a 
/£t  exclusively  from  Sofia 

2 0%  off  first-time  Electrolysis  Appointments 

(it's  comfortable,  effective  and forever) 

Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  Valley  at  5548  22"d  Street 
41s)  824  212 $ 

Visa  & MC  accepted  pleases  present  this  advertisement  at  the  time  op  y6ur  visit  offer  c*pirc» /.•  n '96 


contemporary  African  dance  cuts  and 
mutuashi-based  cuts  that  are  laced  with 
atypical  elements  like  flute  or  har- 
monica. 

November  starts  off  with  this  year’s 
Encuentro  del  Canto  Popular  November 
1 and  2 at  the  Great  American  Music 
Hall.  Both  nights  will  feature  Plena 


Libre,  a 12-piece  group  from  Puerto 
Rico,  and  Los  Papines,  the  preeminant 
show  group  of  Cuban  drummers  making 
their  first  appearance  in  the  U.S.  in  18 
years.  Friday  also  features  Los  Angelitos 
and  De  Rompe  y Raja  Saturday  features 
Marimba  Pacifica  and  Charanson.  Que 
Viva  La  Musical 
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DINNER 
5 — 11  pm 


11  th  Anniversary 

Sale 


20%  off 

On  Custom 

Framing 


Diego  Rivera 

La  Vended!  >r  a De  Alcatraces 


Metal  Frame 
Package  Deal 

Includes:  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire, 


And  Hooks 
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(415)  826-2321 


934  Valencia  st.  (S)  20th  San  Francisco 
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